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& Continuation of the Twenty-fixth Article. 


HERE are many curious Particulars 
wf in the Section I am now-upon, befides 
meet thofe I have mentioned ; but without 
( .ftretching my Account of this Work 
Stax 758 into a Volume, there is no infifting 
upon them as they deferve ; I fhall therefore drop 
them all, excepting one little Paflage, which merits 
a peculiar Actention, and that is his Definition of 





the human Mind: ‘* What we call a Mind, fays . 


“ our Author, is nothing bat a Heap or Collection 
‘© of different Perceptions unitéd together by cer- 
‘* cain Relations, and fuppofed, though falfely, to 
‘“ be endowed with a perfect Simplicity and 
“¢ Identity.” 

In the third Section we meet with fome very 
profound Refleétions on the ancient Pbilofophy. 
Our Author is perfuaded there might be feveral 
ufeful Difcoveries made from a Criticifm of the 
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Fictions of it, concerning Subftances and /ubftantial 
Forms, Accidents and occult Qualities ; which, how- 
ever unreafonable and capricious, have, he fays, a 
very intimate Connexion with the Principles of 
human Nature. In the Sequel of this Seétion he 
has obliged us with an inductive Proof of this Po- 
fition. 

That which follows contains a Set of Obferva- 
tions on the modern Philofophy. This, he tells us, 
pretends to fubfift on a Bafis very different from 
that of the foregoing, and to arife only from fuch 
as are the folid, permanent, and confiftent Princi- 
ples of the Imagination. He goes on in difcuffing 
the Equity of this Pretenfion. He remarks, that 
the fundamental Principle of this Philofophy is 
the Opinion of the fecondary Qualities of Bodies 
being merely Senfations in us, like to which there 
is nothing in the Bodies themfelves ; but this Sup- 
pofition, as he labours to prove, * inftead of ex- 
«« plaining the Operations of external Objects, ut- 
«¢ terly annihilates all thofe Objects, and reduces 
‘«* ourfelves to the Opinions of the moft extravagant 
¢¢ Scepticifm concerning them.” 

With thisSection our Author concludes his Specu- 
lations on the Materials, the Modifications, and the 
Inftruments of our Knowledge. He has traced the 
Origin of our Ideas, and has ranged them in 
their feveral and proper Claffes ; he has then com- 
bined, feparated, and done I know not what with 
them; and laftly, he has given us a faithful Repre- 
fentation of the ancient and modern Syftems, in- 
vented for the Acquifition of Science. His Scheme 
now carries him much further, into vaftly fublimer 
Regions of Metaphyficks ; the Immateriality of the 
Soul, and its Affections, are hereafter the nobler 
Subjects of his Refearches ; I fhall endeavour, not- 
withftanding, to keep him ftill in view, and every 
now 








Art.26. For DECEMBER, 1739. 393 
now and then to let my Readers have a Glimpf 
of him. . , | 

I have remarked, * that this Writer deals mightily 
in Egotifms; he is no lefs notable for Paradoxes. 
Some few of thefe I have cited, and we fhall meet 
with many others in what follows ; even in the very 
next, that is, the fifth Seétion, which I am now 
entering upon, there are at leaft half a Dozen, 
ehough to flagger any Man who has not a ftrong 
Head-piece. he Title of this Section is, Of the 
Immateriality of the Soul. And the Intention of it 
is to fhew, that the Immateriality of the Soul is a 
nonfenfical Expreffion, and the Belief of it a moft 
horrible Herefy. The Author begins with telling 
us, that the intellectual World, though involved in 
infinite Obfcurities, is not however perplexed with 
any fuch Contradictions as in the foregoing Pages 
he has proved to attend every Syftem concerning 
external Objects, and the Idea of Matter, which we 
fancy fo clear and determinate. There are indeed 
certain Philofophers, as he complains, who, en- 
vious of this good Quality in the Subjeét, would 
fain load it with thofe Abfurdities from which it is 
naturally free. Thefe troublefome Gentlemen are 
the curious Reafoners concerning the material or 
immaterial Subftances, in which they fuppofe our 
Perceptions to inhere. But, to put an effectual 
Stop to their Impertinence, he has fet them a 
Queftion, which he very well knows is fufficient 
entirely to employ them till Doom’s-day, and that 
is, in a few Words, What they mean by Subfiance 
and Inhefion? Some of the Difficulties which will 
obftrué the Refponfe of this Query, he has very 
fairly fet down, and he as fairly warns his Antago- 
nifts that he will keep them ftrictly to the Point, 
and that it will be in vain for them to think of 


* Page 357. | 
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fhuffliig ; for if any fhould attempt to evade the 
forefaid Difficulties, by faying, that the Definition 
of a Subftance is fomething which may exift by itfelf, 
and that this Definition ought to fatisfy us, he pre- 
fently whips about, to their Confufion, and obferves, 
«¢ That this Definition agrees to every thing thar 
“< can poffibly be conceived ; and never will ferve 
‘ to diftinguifh Subftance from Accident, or the 
<¢ Soul from its Perceptions.” For thus he reafons, 
<s Whatever is clearly conceived may exift; and 
‘¢ whatevér is clearly conceived after any manner, 
“¢ may exift after the fame manner.” This is one 
Principle, which has been already acknowledged, 
«© Again, every thing which is different, is di- 
«<< ftinguifhable, and every thing which is diftinguifh- 
«¢ able, is feparable by the Imagination.” This is 
another Principle. ‘Fhe Conclufion from both is, 
<< that fince all our Perceptions are different 
«< from each other, and from every thing elfe in 
‘< the Univerfe, they are alfo diftinét and feparable, 
‘¢ and may be confidered as feparately exiftent, and 
«¢ may exift feparately, and have no need of any 
«© thing elfe to fupport their Exiftence. ‘Fhey are 
<< therefore Subftances, as far as this Definition ex- 
<< plains a Subftance.” 

When by thefe, and fome other wife Sayings, he 
has evinced that we can never arrive at any fatisfactory 
Notion of Subftance, and that we ought therefore 
utterly to abandon al} Difpute concerning the Mate- 
riality or Immateriality of the Soul, he proceeds 
however, oddly enough, to engage himfelf in the 
Controverfy, by attacking an Argument for. the 
Soul’s Immateriality, commonly employed, but 
which yet feems to him, he fays, remarkable. 
This Argument he has fpread over a whole Page. 
The Sum of it is, That Thought, or Confcioufne/s, 
cannot be the Property of a divifible Subjef#. ‘The 
whole of what he replies to this, is too long . be 

ere 
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here tranfcribed ; but I can affure the Reader, that 
he has feldom, if ever, met with any thing more 
extraordinary. What he has delivered in the fittt 
and fecond Paragraphs of his Anfwer, is of fo ui- 
ufual a Nature, that it will, it feems, prevent 
our being furprifed, if he, in confequence of it, 
lays down a Maxim, which he owns is condemned 
by feveral Métaphyficians, and is efteemed contrary 
to the moft certain Principles of human Reafon. 
This Maxim is, that an Obje& may exif, and yet 
be no where: And he afferts, that this is not only 
poffible, but that the greateft Part of Beings do and 
muft exift after this manner. See how he proves 
and illuftrates this Propofition. ‘* An Object can 
«¢ be faid to be no where, when its Parts are not fo 
¢ fituated with refpect to each other, as to form 
“ any Figure or oe | nor the whole, with 
“ refpect to other Bodies, fo as to anfwer to our 
Notions of Contiguity or Diftance. Now this 
is evidently the Cafe with aJl our Perceptions and 
Objects, except thofe of the Sight and Feeling. 
A moral Reflection cannot be placed on the Right 
or on the Left-Hand of a Paffion; nor can a 
Smell or Sound be either of a circular or fquare 
Figure. Thefe Objects and Perceptions, fo far 
from requiring any particular Place, are abfo- 
<¢ Jutély incompatible with it.”——W hat a prodigious 
Stretch of Invention is here? How vaftly do thefe 
Speculations exceed in Finenefs the fineft of the 
Ariftotelian Cobwebs? They are coarfe as Sack- 
cloth in comparifon with them. And then as to 
the Abfurdity of imagining real Objects to be no 
where, our Author fays, * if they appear not to 
«¢have any particular Place, they may poffibly 
s¢ exif? in the fame manner ; fince whatever we 
** conceive is poffible.” 
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It will not after this, he fays, be neceffary to 
prove that thofe Perceptions which are fimple, and 
exift no where, are incapable of any Conjunétion 
in Place with Matter or Body which is extended 
and divifible ; fince it is impoffible to found a Re- 
lation but on fome common ane But it is cer- 
tain, according to him, that all the Difficulties they 
labour under who afcribe Thought to an extended 
divifible Subject, all the Abfurdities they lay them- 
felves open to the Imputation of, are owing merely 
to their Ignorance and Neglect of this Doétrine; 
Did they but underftand it, they might, by a dex- 
terous Ufe thereof, effectually filence all the Cavils 
of their Adverfaries. Indeed, while they go upon 
other Principles, beftowing a Place on what is ab- 
folutely incapable of it, and conjoining Thought 
with Extenfion locally, our Author himfelf fays, 
we cannot refufe to condemn them; but Jet them 
efpoufe his Zemt, and he will infure them a 
Triumph. He inftruéts them not only how they 
may baffle, but retort their Enemies Attacks, and 
carry the War into their own Quarters, by difplay- 
ing the equal Abfurdity of their conjoining all 
Thought with a fimple and indivifible Subftance. 
For, fayshe, ‘* the moft vulgar Philofophy informs 
‘«¢ us, that no external Object can make itfelf known 
*< to the Mind immediately, and without the Inter- 
** pofition of an Image or Perception. That Ta- 
‘ ble which juft now appears to me, is only a 
«* Perception, and all its Qualities are Qualities of 
“a Perception. Now the moft obvious of all its 
“* Qualities is Extenfion. The Perception confitts 
“of Parts. Thefe Parts are fo fituated, as to af- 
“* ford us the Notion of Diftance and Contiguity ; 
“ of Length, Breadth and Thicknefs.—And, to 
** cut fhort all Difputes, the very Idea of Exten- 
‘* fion is copied from nothing but an _—? 
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«< and confequently muft perfectly agree to it. To 
«« fay the Idea of xtenfion agrees to any thing, is 
«¢ to fay that thing is extended.” 

Thus, as he adds, the Free-Thinker may exult 
in his Turn ; and having found there are Impref- 
fions and Ideas really extended, may afk his An- 
tagonifts, how they can incorporate a fimple and 
indivifible Subject with an extended Perception ? 
All their Arguments recoil, as he evinces, on them- 
felves ; nor is it poffible for them to evade their 
Force. 

What he has faid upon this Head, gives him an 
Qccafion of re-entering on the Queftion concerning 
the Subftance of the Soul; and though, as we have 
already feen, he has pronounced that Matter to be 
altogether unintelligible, yet he cannot forbear fome 
farther Reflections thereon, He roundly afferts, 
that the Doctrine of the Immateriality, Simplicity, 
and Indivifibility of a thinking Subftance, is a true 
Atheifm, and will ferve to juftify all thofe Senti- 
ments for which Spinoza is fo univerfally infa- 
mous. 

This, to many Readers, will appear the harfheft of 
all the Paradoxes this Author has advanced. Alas! 
will they exclaim, Poor Dr. Clarke, is it thy Fate to be 
branded as a true Atheift? Thou illuftrious, thou 
moft learned, judicious, fincere, zealous, and yet can- 
did Advocate for Natural and Revealed Religion ; 
thou immortal Defender of the Immateriality and 
natural Immortality of thinking Subftances! Shall 
all thy ftrong, thy clear, and unanfwerable Argu- 
ments, as fo many of the beft Judges have efteemed 
them, be now levelled with the Duit, and trampled 
on with Abhorrence! This is indeed a lamentable 
Cafe ; but fuch is the abfolute Pleafure of our Au- 
thor, and we muft fubmit: Neither Locke, nor 
Clarke, nor the moft venerable Names, fhall ufurp 
the Place of Truth in his Affections, 
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However, we are not to look upon this as an arbi- 
trary Sentence ; it is founded on Reafon and Equity, 
To convince us hereof, our Author lays before us 
a Summary of Spinozi/m, which he terms an hide- 
ous Hypothefis, and then fhews, firft in general, and 
afterwards more particularly, in what Refpects it , 
agrees with the Doétrine of the Immaterialifts ; at 
the fame time making it evident, that thofe Objec- 
tions which have been urged againft the former, are 
of equal Force againft the latter alfo. His Rea- 
foning upon this Subject ftill turns, in a great Mea- 
fure, on his favourite Notion of the Mind being 
no continued Subftance, but merely a Series of fleet- 
ing independent Perceptions. 

When he has fettled the Nature of thinking Be- 
ings, and corrected the atheiftical Errors of . the 
Immaterjalifts with Relation thereto, he proceeds 
to confider what thofe heterodox Geritlemen hold 
concerning the Cau/e of our Perceptions. And af- 
ter a brief Rehearfal of their Paralogifms, to proye 
that Matter and Motion can never produce Thought, 
the feeming Evidence of which, he fays, few have 
been able to withftand, he goes on to refute them, 
(than which, he fays, nothing in the World is more 
eafy) by the Application of his Doétrine of Caxu/ality, 
which the Reader has already feen in a foregoing 
Extract.+ From what he has offered on this Point, 
he would have us certainly conclude, «¢ That Mat- 
“* ter may be, and actually is, the Caufe of Thought 
«s and Perception”” The Refufal of our Affent 
to this Propofition, reduces us to this Dilemma, ci- 
ther to affert, that nothing can be the Caufe of an-, 
other, but where the Mind can perceive the Con- 
nexion in its Idea of the Objects, which will ex- 
clude all Caufes out of the Univerfe, not excepting 
the Deity ; or own that all Objects, which are found 
to be conftantly conjoined, are upon that Account 


t See Pages 379—384. 
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only to be regarded as Caufes and Effeéts,—which 
evidently gives the Advantage to the Materialifts 
above their Antagonitts. 

At the Clofe of this Section, our Author, in a 
very few Words, endeavours to fhew, that what 
he has advanced with reference to this Point does 
not any way affect Religion. If his Philofophy, 
he fays, makes no Addition to the Arguments ha 
it, he has at leaft the Satisfaction to think it takes 
nothing from them, but that every thing remains 
precifely as before. 

In the Section enfuing, he difcourfes at large of 
perfonal Identity. He {pecifies the Notions fome 
Philofophers form of this Matter, in all which they 
pretend an abfolute Certainty; but which, on the 
other hand, he proves to have no manner of Foun- 
dation. As for him, he can perceive nothing of 
the Jdentity thefe miftaken Men talk of. If they 
are confcious of fomething fimple and continued, 
which they call them/elves, he is certain there is 
no fuch Principle in him 3 and he may venture, he 
fays, to affirm, that neither he nor the reft of Man- 
kind are any thing buta Bundle or Colleétion of dif- 
ferent Perceptions, which fucceed each other with an 
inconceivable Rapidity, and are in a perpetual Flux 
and Movement. There is not, according to him, 
a fingle Power of the Soul which remains unaltera- 
bly the fame. There is properly no Simplicity in 
the Mind at one Time, nor /dentity in different, 
whatever natural Propenfion we may have to ima- 
gine that Simplicity and Identity. Such a Propenfion 
it is undeniable we have, and he fpends fome Pages 
in making us know how we came by it, and how 
it impofes on us. Here he has occafion for the Prin- 
ciples he made ufe of in the fecond Section of this 
Part of his Work, and which we have faid fome- 
what of in p. 88, €?c. preceding, for explaining 
the Principium Individuationis ; and he fhews wie 
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this is, and how we are inclined to conceive of ir 
with regard to vegetable and inanimate Syftems, 
Upon the fame Principles, and by the fame Me- 
thod of Reafoning, he leads us to apprehend the 
Nature of per/fonal Identity, or that which we afcribe 
to the Mind of Man. This, he fays, is only a 
fictitious one, and of a like Kind with that which 
we attribute to Vegetables and animal Bodies, de- 
rived from the fame Origin, and proceeding from 
a like Operation of the Imagination upon like Ob- 
jects. He labours with great Affiduity to evince this 
notable Truth, as if his Readers were really to receive 
fome Benefit by the Belief of it. What he has offered 
upon this Head, puts an End to his Examination of 
the feveral Schemes of Philofophy, both of the in- 
tellectual and moral World.— ** It is now Time, 
«¢ (he fays) to return to amore clofe Examination 
*¢ of his Subject, and proceed in the accurate 
«© Anatomy of human Nature, having fully ex- 
<< plained the Nature of our Judgment and Under- 
<< ftanding.” 

But (as he exprefies himfelf in the feventh 
Section, wherewith he clofes this Book) before he 
kaunches out into thofe immenfe Depths which lie 
before him, he finds himfelf inclined to ftop a Mo- 
ment in his prefcnt Situation, and to ponder that 
Voyage he himfelt has undertaken, and which un- 
doubtedly requires the urmoft Art and Induftry to 
be brought to a happy Conclufion, Methinks, 
fays he, (in a Strain that while it raifes our Idea of 
his Refolution is yet enough to pierce the Heart 
of any human Reader) ‘«* Iam like a Man, who, 
¢¢ having ftruck on many Shoals, and having nar- 
“< rowly efcaped Shipwreck in paffing a {mall 
<< Frith, has yet the Temerity to put out to Sea in 
*¢ the fame leaky weather-beaten Veffel ; and even 
<¢ carries his Ambition fo far, as to think of com- 
‘«* paffing the Globe under thefe difadvantageous 
‘© Circum- 
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¢¢ Circumftances. My Memory of paft Errors and 
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Perplexities, makes me diffident for the future. 
The Weaknefs and Diforder of the Faculties, I 
muft employ in my Inquiries, increafe my Ap- 
prehenfions, and the Impoffibility of amending 
or correcting thefe Faculties, reduces me almott 
to Defpair, and makes me refolve to perifh on 
the barren Rock on which I am at prefent, ra- 
ther than venture myfelf upon that boundlefs 
Ocean which runs out into Immenfity. This 
fudden View of my Danger ftrikes me with Me- 
lancholy ; and as it is ufual for that Paffion, 
above all others, to indulge itfelf, 1 cannot for- 
bear feeding my Defpair with all thofe defpond- 
ing Reflections, which the prefent Subject fur- 
nifhes me with in fuch Abundance. 

“« J am firft affrighted and confounded with 
that forlorn Solitude in which I am placed in my 
Philofophy, and fancy myfelf fome ftrange un- 
couth Monfter, who, not being able to mingle 
and unite in Society, has been expelled all hu- 
man Commerce, and left utterly abandoned and 
difconfolate. Fain would I run into the Crowd 
for Shelter and Warmth; but cannot prevail 
with myfelf to mix with fuch Deformity. 1 
call upon others to join me, in order to make a 
Company apart, but no one will hearken to me ; 
every one keeps at a Diftance, and dreads that 
Storm which beats upon me from every Side. I 
have expoted myfelf to the Enmity of all Meta- 
phyficians, Logicians, Mathematicians, and even 
Theologians ; and can I wonder at the Infults I 
muft fuffer ? I have declared my Difapprobation 
of their Syftems; and can I be furprifed, if they 


‘© fhould exprefs a Hatred of mine and of my Per- 
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*s and Detraction. When I turn my Eye inward, 
«¢ I find nothing but Doubt and Ignorance ; all 
the World confpires to oppofe and contradi& 
me, though fuch is my Weaknefs, that I feel 
all my Opinions loofen and fall of themfelves, 
when unfupported by the Approbations of others ; 
every Step I take is with Hefitation, and every 
new Reflection makes me dread an Error and Ab- 
‘«< furdity in my Reafoning.” 

What Heart now would not almoft bleed ? what 
Breaft can forbear: to fympathize with this brave 
Adventurer? For my part, I cannot, without the 
utmoft Emotion and Solicitude, take even a tran- 
fient Profpect of the Dangers and terrible Cataftro- 
phe to which he is expofed. Somewhat of thele ap- 

ars in the foregoing Citation ; but we have a much 
arger melancholy Defcription of them in the Sequel 
of the Section from whence I copied it. However, 
after all, as it becomes us to mourn with thofe that 
mourn, fo it is but fitting we fhould rejoice with 
fuch as are joyful ; and feeing our Author is fo at 
certain Seafons, notwithftanding his tragical Circum- 
ftances, it would be ridiculous in us not to join in 
his Exhilerations. ‘Take his own Account of the 
Matter, for it is impoffible for any other Language 
in the World to exprefs his Condition like that which 
he ufes. 

«s The iatenfe View (fays he) of thefe manifold 
¢s Contradictions and Imperfections in human Rea- 
<s fon,* has fo wrought upon me, and heated my 
«s Brain, that I am ready to reject all Belief and 
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* The Reader who will confult the Original, will find a full 
Reprefentation of thefe in the Paragraphs preceding this Extract. 
He will there likewife fee, that they are the Source of moft of 
me Calamities which our Author apprehends, or labours 
under. : 


‘¢ Reafone 
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«© Reafoning, and can look upon no Opinion even 
‘© as more probable or likely than another. Where 
<¢ am I or what? from what Caufes do I derive 
‘¢ my Exiftence, and to what Condition thall I 
«¢ return? whofe Favour fhal! I court, and whofe 

Anger muft I dread? what Beings furround me? 
«¢ and on whom have I any Influence, or who have 
«s any Influence on me? I am _ confounded with'a!! 
‘© thefe Queftions, and begin to fancy myfelf in the 
moft deplorable State imaginable, inviron’d with 
«¢ the deepeft Darknefs, and utterly deprived of the 
«¢ Ufe of every Member and Faculty.” This is a 
little Sketch of the difmal Part of the Scene; now 
it turns, and prefents a gay and chearing Afpect; 
for he immediately adjoins, «* Moft fortunately it 
«¢ happens, that fince Reafon is incapable of dif- 
‘ pelling thefe Clouds, Nature herfelf fuffices to 
that Purpofe, and cures me of this philofophical 
Melancholy and Delirium, either by relaxing 
this Bent of Mind, or by fome Avocation and 
lively Impreffion of my Senfes, which oblite- 
rate all thefe Chimera’s, F dine,-I play a Game 
at Backgammon, I converfe and am merry with my 
Friends; and when, after three or four Hours 
Amufement, I would return to thefe Speculations, 
they appear fo cold, and ftrain’d, and ridiculous, 
that I cannot find in my Heart to enter into 
them any farther.— I am ready to throw all my 
Books and Papers into the Fire, and refolve never 
‘¢ more to renounce the Pleafures of Life for the fake 
“of Reafoning and Philofophy.” 

I will take Leave of our Author while he is in 
this chearful Mood, in this agreeable Situation ; for, 
by looking forward, I perceive him extremely ready 
to relapfe into profound Meditations on incompre- 
henfible Subjeéts, and fo into Scepticiim, Chagrin, 
and all that gloomy frightful Train of {deas from 
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whence he is but this Moment emerged. Whether 
I fhall wait upon him any more, and venture with’ 
him into thofe immenfe Depths of Philofophy which 
he launches into in his fecond Volume, I am not 
yet determined, Perhaps I have already and fuffi- 
ciently anfwered the End of this Article, which is to 
make the Treatife it refers to more generally known 
than I think it has been; to bring it, as far as Iam 
able, into the Obfervation of the Learned, who are 
the proper Judges of its Contents, who will give a 
Sanction to its Doétrines, where they are true and 
ufeful, and who have Authority to correé the 
Miftakes where they are of a different Nature ; 
and laftly, to hint to the ingenious Writer, who- 
ever he 1s, fome Particulars in his Performance, 
that may require a very ferious Reconfideration. It 
bears indeed inconteftable Marks of a great Capa- 
city, of a foaring Genius, but young, and not yet 
thoroughly practifed. The Subject is vaft and noble 
as any that can exercife the Underftanding ; but it 
requires a very mature Judgment to handle it as 
becomes its Dignity and Importance ; the utmoft 
Prudence, Tendernefs and Delicacy, are requifite 
to this defirable Iffue. Time and Ufe may ripen 
thefe Qualities in our Author ; and we fhall pro- 
bably have Reafon to confider this, compared with 
his later Productions, in the fame Light as we view 
the Juvenile Works of Milton, or the firft. Mannet 
of a Raphael, to other celebrated Painter. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XXVII 


Explication de divers Monumens finguliers, 
qui ont rapport a la Religion des plus 
anciens Peuples. Avec L’ Examen de la 
derniere Edition des Ouvrages de S. Je- 
rome, & un Traité fur L’ Aftrolgie ju- 
diciaire. Ouvrage enrichi de Figures en 
Tailleedouce. Par le R. P. Dom. *** 
Religieux Benediétin de la Congrégation de 
S. Maur. A Paris, &c. 1739. That is, 


An Explanation of feveral very curious 


Monuments relating to the religious Rites of 


the moft ancient Nations: With an Exami- 
nation of the laft Edition of St. Jerome, 
and a Difcourfe concerning judicial Aftrolocy. 
The whole tlluftrated with Copper Plates, 
Printed at Paris, and fold by Paul Vail- 
lant, oppofite Southampton-Street, zz the 
Strand, London. Quarto, Pages 459, be- 
fides a Preface of 42 Pages, giving a ge- 
neral Account of the Undertaking, and a co- 
pious Table of Contents, a Catalogue of Au- 
thors cited, corrected, or defcanted on, by our’ s, 
in this Performance, and an alphabetical 


Index. 


HE Connoiffeurs in Antiquity will find here 
T a delightful Entertainment ; the Novelty, 
Variety, and Curioufnefs of the Subjects, ren- 
der this Collection extremely valuable; and the 
fagacious Author has handled them in fuch a man- 
ner, as fuggefts a great Idea of his Abilities. 
Indeed, a Man muft have no Tafte of polite Litera- 
ture, 
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ture, who does not receive a fenfible Pleafure by 
the Perufal-of thefe Differtations, which lead us into 
the moft hidden Receffes of Time; difcover fo 
many Traces of the Mythology, Hiftory, Theo- 
logy, Polity, Morality, Aftronomy, and Jurifpru- 
dence of fome of the moft celebrated People in the 
Univerfe; ferve to rectify an Infinity of falfe Ideas 
and Prejudices that have been formed with refpect 
to the Particulars they treat of ; and qualify us to 
judge of many other Remains of the earlieft Ages, 
which were heretofore inexplicable. So that, as our 
Author remarks, never did any Antiquities better 
deferve the Antiquaries Attention, or more effec- 
tually demonftrate the Advantage arifing from the 
Recovery of fuch precious Fragments as thofe which 
he here defcants on. Of this he has given us an 
Inftance in the firft Sculpture he has decypher’d, 
which reprefents the Cowc/amation ; a Devoir that, 
among the Romans, preceded all others towards 
the Dead. Without this, as he fays, the many 
Volumes that have been written on the Funeral 
Rites of that People, which, one would think, had 
left nothing further to be faid of them, had been all 
to no Purpofe; and the great Mafters of the Art, 
Mr. Maffei, and the Author of the Roman Anti- 
guities explained, had been nothing the wifer for 
having feveral of thofe Marbles in their Hands, 
which bear the Signatures of this Ceremony ; the 
Original of which is antecedent to that of Rome, 
and which, as it was the moft univerfally and re- 
Jigioufly obferved, was not abolifhed but with Pa- 
ganifm itfelf; as on the other fide, the Memory of 
it was then fo much effaced, that thofe Bas-reliefs 
which exhibit it, ferved only to expofe the Igno- 
rance of thefe Authors, and furnifh them with an 
Occafion of rendering themfelves ridiculous, 
There are twenty-four different Pieces in this 
Mifcellany. The firft treats very largely * the 
ere- 
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Ceremonies of the Roman Obfequies, efpecially that 
of the Conclamation. This Effay is founded on the 
ancient Marble above-mentioned, which is in the 
Freach King’s Collection at the Louvre, and which, 
as our Author fays, contains an exaét Reprefenta- 
tion of what was tranfacted with regard to Perfons 
of Quality immediately after their Deceafe. M. Maf- 
fei was infinitely charmed with this curious Monu- 
ment when he faw it at Paris, and, upon his leaving 
that City, publifhed an Account of it, in a Letter 
addreffed to the Cardinal de Polignac. Mr. Maffei 
had himfelf an extraordinary Opinion of this Epiftle, 
and fancied he might thereon build the Reputation 
of being a moft confummate Antiquary. But our 
Writer has, 1 fear, utterly defeated his Expeéta- 
tions from that Quarter; and has, in his Differta- 
tion here on the fame Marble, placed that Gentle- 
man’s Miftakes concerning it in fo glaring a Light, 
as may very much obfcure his Character in this re- 

fpect. 
Our Author’s Effay is divided into twenty-one 
e€tions. In the firft he defcribes this exquifitely 
fine Sculpture. The fix following are fpent chiefly 
in criticifing on Mr. Maffei’s Ideas of its Signification, 
and in evincing their Erroneoufnefs and Abfurdity. 
In the eighth he directly enters upon the true Ex- 
planation thereof; which employs the Remainder 
of his Difcourfe. He has difcovered throughout 
an admirable Sagacity and a profound Erudition. 
Mr. Maffei’s Conjectures fink into the verieft Re- 
veries, when compared with his mafterly Views and 
Obfervations. Inftead of the religious Rites which 
the Jtalian Antiquary fancies he perceives upon this 
Monument, our Author proves it to contain no- 
thing of that kind ; all we fee reprefented-thereon 
is of a different and merely civil Nature. I have 
not room to enter into a particular Detail of what 
he has offered for-the Illuftration of it ; I can only 
E ¢ remark, 
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remark, that he has furnifhed us with the cleareft, the 
fulleft, the moft concife and entertaining Account of 
the Subjeét to which it relates, that is perhaps any 
where to be met with. | 

He has given us as confiderable Evidences of his 

fingular Penetration and Ingenuity in the following 
Difcourfes. The next in Order to that I have been 
{peaking of, refers to another antique Marble, no 
lefs valuable and inftructive, as he fays, than the 
former; it fpreads fuch a Light on what we term 
Bacchanals, that he thinks we may lay it down as 
a Principle, that all the Re/iefs of this fort, far 
from being only the arbitrary Flights of the Sculp- 
tor’s Imagination, as many have fuppofed, are ei- 
ther altogether or in pare a faithful Image of the 
Orgies, or Anniverfary of the Death of Bacchus. 
But what renders this he has under Confideration 
peculiarly. valuable 1s, that thereon we have the Fi- 
gures of two muyfical Inftruments ufed by the Ancients, 
concerning which we have hardly any thing remain- 
ing in their Writings befide the Names: The firft 
is that which the Greeks called Crupezia, and the 
Romans Scabilla ; the other is the Hydraule, in its 
moft primitive State. Concerning the laft of thefe 
[nftruments, Antiquaries have been generally igno- 
rant to this Day ; nor was our Author himfelf any 
better acquainted therewith, when he fent this 
Work to the Prefs.- All he fays of it therein is 
mere Conjecture, and, as his later Difcoveries evince, 
very wide of the Truth. What put him upon fur- 
ther Inquiries, and led him to that more genuine 
Idea which he has now given us of it, in his Preface, 
is there very fully related. 

The third Piece in this Colleét. is, a Differta- 
tion on the Bacchus Pfilas, or winged Bacchus of the 
Amyclei. A brazen Image of this Idol, as our Au- 
thor apprehends it to be, was found at Lyons about 

three Yearsago. The Antiquaries were divided there- 
| upon, 
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upon, as to the Perfon it reprefented, but were very 
pofitive of its being this or the other, as they re- 
{pectively imagined, and affigned a Variety of Rea- 
fons for their feveral Opinions. Our Author, loth 
to be dogmatical, was in Sufpenfe what Party to 
take in this momentous Difpute, when he acciden- 
tally lit on a Paflage of Pau/anias, which perfuaded 
him of this Statue’s being indeed the Effigy of the 
Deity above-mentioned.* He was confirmed in this 
Sentiment by He/ychius, who exprefies himfelf on 
this Matter in almoft the fame Terms as that Writer ; 
and likewife tells us, that Pflos fignifies alfo a winged 
Crown. The Statue under Confideration has on its 
Head fomewhat which our Author concludes to be 
that very Symbol. I muft not omit to remark, thar 
it bears on its Left-Hand a Fynk,t and under its 
Right-Arm it holds a little Bundle of Fruits inter. 
mixed with Leaves, 

In this Difcourfe we have an Inftance of the Ad- 
vantage which may be drawn from Monuments, the 
moft fimple in Appearance, towards the IIluftration 
of the Hiftory and Mythology of the Ancients. For 
this fingle Figure that we are here {peaking of mini- 
{ters an Occafion of clearing up many Particulars 
relating to‘the Manners, Cuftoms, and religious Rites 
of the Gauls and Lacedemonians, and fhewing in what 
Refpeéts there was a Refemblance between them, 


* Perhaps he would have been as well fatisfied on this Head, 
if he had looked into Stephanus. In Note g1, relating to that 
Author’s Account of Amycle, we have the following Words. 
Erant Amyciz, Apollini facre,—jfed Amyc'xi non folum cole- 
bant Apollinein, /ed etiam Bacchum, juem Plilan cognominabant. 
Hoc nominis fonat apud Derienfes alas. Liominibus exim inquit Pau- 
fanias in Laconicis, vinum effert F extollit animum, non minus 
quam ale extollunt aves. 

+ A Bird cenfecrated to Bacchus, which haunted the Ri- 
vers, 


Ee 2 I may 
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I may make the fame Obfervation on account of 
two other Figures that appear on the fame Plate with 


the foregoing. One is of avery fcarce and beautiful 


Medal, that fuggefts and enlightens the Story 


of the Re-eftablifhment of the Mefenians by Epa- 


-minondas, which our Author relates in the fourth 


Piece of this Volume ; the other is the Statue of 
Marfyas, found at Lyons, fome time after the Bacchus 
Pfilas, which furnifhes the Subject of the fifth Piece, 
and opens a pleafant Field of fabulous Hiftory. 

In the fixth Traét our Author difcuffes a Point 
of great Difficulty, which has perplexed all the 
Antiquaries that have yet undertaken to explain it ; 
and this is, what is meant by the Words, /ud a/cia 
dedicavit, found cn many of the ancient /talian and 
Gaulifo Sepulchres. M. Maffei had publifhed a 
Differtation thereupon, on which this Writer criti- 
cifes with the utmoft Severity, and Contempt. of that 
Gentleman’s Abilities. But he is not the only Per- 
fon animadverted on in this Treatife; the Senti- 
ments of fome others are very freely canvafled, and 
the Weaknefs of them expofed. Among _ thofe 
who did not agree with our Author upon this 
Subject is M. Muratori, who has an Effay on 
it in the Memoirs of the Academy of Cortona. 
That Gentleman imagined that 4/cia was an Inftru- 
ment fhaped as our Hatchet, and ufed for cutting 
down Bufhes and Brambles ; and that the engraving 
it on Tombs, with the under-written Formula ot 
Jub Afcia dedicavit, fignified an Injunétion on the 
Living, to clear away all fuch Vegetables as might 
otherwife obfcure or render thofe Places of the Dead 
inacceffible. He has examined this Opinion in his 
Preface, and pointed out the Errors of it, but treats 
M. Muratori himfelf with Marks of Efteem and 
Civility. He has ftated and defended his own No- 
tions with a good deal of Art and Plaufibility ; but 

much 
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much the greater Part of his Labour is beftowed 
in fifting and fubverting thofe of others. 

The next Antiquity that our Author undertakes 
toexplain, belonged to the Gauis. Itis, he fays, a moft 
rare, Curious, and inftructive Monument ;* and it af- 
fords him an Opportunity of expatiating on a confide- 
rable Branch of the Hiftory ot Druidijm. He de- 
fcribes the Habits of the Druids, of thofe who ap. 
plied for Admiffion into that Order, and of thofe 
who were newly received. He mentions the Cere- 
moniale of Initiation. He fets forth the Duty and the 
neceffary Qualifications of Pupils. He delineates the 
Manners of thefe People, who were Philofophers by 
Profeffion. He proves their Inftitution to be earlier 
than the Period of any authentick profane Hiftory. 
He reprefents the vaft Reputation they bore, and 
the uncontroulable Power they exercifed. In the laft 
Place he accounts for fome of their moft fingular 
Cuftoms. ‘This Piece is followed by a little Tra& 
on the Worfhip paid to the infernal Gods. 

The next is a Diflertation on an Lgyptian 
Vafe, which our Author ventures to fay is at 
once one of the moft beauiiful, beft preferved, 
and moft valuable Antiquities of its kind in 
the World. It was fent from Egypt by Father 
Fleuriau, and is at prefent in the Cabinet of the 
Duke de Suily. The Outfide is adorned with five 
Rows of Sculpture, one over another. The up- 
permoft confifts of Hieroglyphicks, the three lower 
reprefent the moft profound Secrets of the Egyp- 
tian Worfhip, the lait is a Border of Perfia 


* It is a Groupe of two Figures caft together, on a Pedeftal 
of the moft ancient Fafhion: One of thefe Figures is of a vene- 
rable old Man, his Robe reaching to his Feet; the other of 2 
Youth, habited no lower than the top of his Thigh, fo that his 
Sex might be difcovered : The old Man's Arm is round the vour¢ 
one’s Necks, and the } oung one's round the old ane’s Middie. 


Ee 3 Leaves. 
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Leaves.* This Vefiel in our Author’s Hand has 
proved a Source of the moft curious Inftruction, 
with refpeét to the facred Rites of a Nation from 
which almoft all the Superftitions on Earth have 
been derived, and whofe Religion, though produc- 
tive of fo many others, is however itfelf the leaft 
known to us of any. He has here penetrated into 
the moft reclufe Myfteries, and expofed to our 
View the monftrous Ceremonies of that ridiculous 
Infticution. 

His Difcourfe upon this Subject is fucceeded by 
another which concerns the fame People, and has 
agreat Affinity with the foregoing : It isan Account 
of the different Meafures of Time made ufe of by the 
Egyptians. Their Religion is interefted in this Mat- 
ter, for thereby the Seafons of their Feftivals and 
ather ecclefiaftical Obfervances were regulated. The 
| Knowledge of their Years therefore is connected 
: with that of their Theology, and they reflect a 
mutual Illuftration. Befides, our Author was led 
to an Examination of this Point by another and 
more fingular Motive, which is, that among fo 
many learned Men as have preceded him in this 
Tafk, there are very few who have done any 
thing in it to Purpofe, and with a tolerable Exact- 
nefs. Of this he has given divers Evidences, both 
in the Treatife we are now {peaking of, and in the 
Preface to this Work, where he has fully detected 
the Errors of Cen/forinus, Scaliger, Petavius, Kircker, 
and others, with regard to it. id 





| 

| 

* The Perfa 1s a Tree growing in the Neighbourhood of 
Caire. The Property it has of a perpetual Verdure, the aro- 

matick Flavour of its Leaves, their Refemblance to a Tongue, 

and that of its Fruit to a Heart, which were the Symbols of fo 

, many Myfteries, engaged the Egyptians to confecrate it to /fs, 

and to place its Fruit on the Head of their Idols, fometimes 
whole, fometimes open, fo that the Kernel was vifible. 
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The next Differtation that we meet with in this 
Volume is on the God Mithras. This is a Sub- 
ject, as our Author acknowledges, that has been 
often and very well handled ; and the Marble 
which occafioned his Difcourfe, has been feveral 
times publifhed among the Prints of ancient Monu- 
ments. However, he had fome Reafon for giving 
it a Place here, and confidering it very critically. 
As the Reader has not the leaft Concern in this 
Incentive, I need mention it no further. My Bufi- 
nefs is only to {pecify the principal Topicks that 
he has infifted on. He has fhewn that there was 
more than one Mithras; that he whom the Per- 
fians adored was not the fame as the Romans wor- 
fhipped ; that thefe latter did not derive their Deity, 
or his Service, from the Eaft, but from a far bafer 
Origin, even from thofe Pirates who began to in- 
felt the Mediterranean about the Year of Rome 678, 
and were exterminated or diffipated by Pompey eight 
Years after ; that Porphyry had no Foundation for 
imputing the Rites and Myfteries of this God to 
Zoroaftre, which, on the contrary, were directly 
oppofite to the Genius of his Philofophy, and of 
the Religion that he eftablifhed. He has taught us 
what Idea we ought to form of the Roman Mithras, 
and what is the Signification of the Name of this 
Idol. He recites the ancient Fables concerning his 
Birth and Employment. From Mitbras he pro- 
ceeds to Mitra, his Partner in Power and Worfhip, 
He has given us a very particular Account of this 
Goddefs, and of the different Ideas the Perfians 
and the Romans framed of her. He next defcribes 
the monftrous Figures under which Mithras was 
ufually reprefented ; and informs us of the ftrange 
and ridiculous Titles whereby his Priefts and Mini- 
{ters were denoted, and he inftruéts us in the Significa- 
tion of all thefe things. We have here likewife an 
Account of the execrable Method of initiating Perfons 
Ee 4 mn 
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in the Myfteries of this Deity, and likewife of -the 
Myfteries themfelves: Thefe Jaft are proved to have 
been borrowed from Fudaifm and Chriflianity, and 
to be no other than a Corruption of fome of the 
Rites and Doétrines of thofe divine Inftitutions, 
Our Author has alfo given us a very copious Ex- 
plication of two Words, viz. Nama Sebefio, that 
are infcribed on the Bull’s Neck, which we fee 
Mitbras ftriding on the Marble, this Difcourfe re- 
fers to, and which have racked the Invention of 
feveral learned Men, without producing any Dif- 
covery. He has acquainted us at once with their 
Sentiments and Miftakes in relation to this Matter. 
He has fettled the genuine Senfe of the Terms, in 
fo eafy a Way, that one cannot forbear wondering, 
that fo many have been thus long in the dark 
concerning it. In the Jaft Place he endeavours 
to demonftrate the Mithricoles, or Worthippers 
of Mithras, to be properly Sabeans ; and that 
the Religion of the former was in the Subftance 
and Fundamentals thereof the very fame with that 
of the latter, differing only in fuch external Cir- 
cumftances, as Time naturally alters. 

The Traét following this appears to be on a very 
trifing Topick, the Sagum, or Short-cloak, as I 
think I may call it, of the ancient Gauls. It was 
occafioned by a Differtation of M. Deflandes on the 
fame Garment, and intended to correct the Mifappre- 
henfions of that Gentleman with regard to it. Our Au- 
thor has made this Piece more entertaining than could 
well be expected from the Barrennefs of the Subject. 

The next, though fhort, is alfo very curious. 
It is an Explanation of Part of an old Roman Sar- 
cophagus. It was communicated to our Author by 
M. de /a Bétie, of the Academy of Infcriptions, 
who faw it at Aix, inferted in the Wall of a Chapel 
belonging to the Church of St. Sauveur. It is fo 
damaged, that the Perfons thereon reprefented are 

| hardly 








Art.27. ForDECEMBER, 1739. 415 
hardly diftinguifhable. But happily, in the Year 


1592, when it was in a much better Condition than 
it is at prefent, M. de Burle, Counfellor and Secre- 
tary of the Chancery of Provence, had an exact 
Draught taken of it by a Painter, from which that 
fent to our Author was copied. 

The three Differtations following this are mytho- 
logical. The next in Order contains the Hiftory of 
Rhodope, that celebrated Courtezan, who has com- 
monly been deemed the. Foundrefs of the leaft and 
moft beautiful of the three Pyramids near Memphis. 
Our Author fhews the Improbability of that Fic- 
tion. He rejects thofe alfo which pretend, that ftu- 
pendous Fabrick was erected to receive her Afhes, 
at the joint Expence of thofe Governors of the fe- 
veral Provinces of Egypt, who had_ been her 
Lovers, and who were detersiined to immortalize 
her Memory. He relates what has been wrote of 
her Adventures, of her immenfe Riches, and of 
her Legacy to the Temple of Delphos, which latt 
gained her the Applaufes of all Greece. 

The enfuing Difcourfe muft be of fome Value, 
as it brings us acquainted with a God that is well 
nigh, if not altogether, loft out of our Mythology : 
This is Fupiter Summanus. Our Author has care- 
fully collected all he has been able to find of him in 
Antiquity. He has from thence furnifhed us with 
a juft Account of him; and he has fhewn it to 
correfpond with his Figure on an antique Gem, 
found in the Cabinet of the late Z.dame of France. 
He appears thereon, as we fee by the Print, fo very 
much to refemble the Fapitcr Capitolinus, that one 
would be almoft tempted to think him the fame un- 
der a different Title; and fo /puleius, and fome 
other of the Ancients fancied. But our Author 
proves them to be miftaken, by a Paflage in Sueto- 
nius, where that Writer tells us, that Augu/tus having 
confecrated a Shrine in the Capitol to ove the 

'  Thunderer, 
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Thunderer, which he very much frequented, as did 
the Romans in great Multitudes after his Example, 
he dreamt that Jupiter Capitolinus appeared to 
him, and reproached him with feducing his Wor- 
fhippers ; to whom he anfwered, that the Rival 
he complained of, was placed there only to ferve 
him as a Door-keeper. _ 

The fucceeding Tract is an Explication of five 
beautiful Intaglios found in the fame Repofitory as 
the Fupiter above-mentioned. Part of it only is 
the Work of our Authors; M. de Boze, Keeper 
of the King’s Medals, and Secretary of the Aca. 
demy of Infcriptions, to whom he is indebted for 
the Prints of them, has fome. Share therein, 
having decyphered three: They all relate to 
the Marriage-Rites of the Romans. To what 
M. de Boze has faid upon that Subject, our Author 
has added a great many curious Particulars, which 
afford us aconfiderable Infight into the Cuftoms of that 
People with refpeét to their Matrimonial Contracts, 

The two next Differtations are defcriptive of the 
— Myfteries, and of the Games inftituted 
in Honour of Efculapius. On both thefe Heads 
our Author has expended a great Stock of Litera- 
ture. The Intaglios on which thefe Difcourfes are 
founded, were alfo Part of the late Afadame’s elegant 
Collection. So were two others, whereon he has 
made a few Remarks. On one of them we fee the 
Head of Zigranes, King of Armenia, with that of 
his Son on his Neck, and underneath, his Monogram. 
Tigranes wears a Tiara of fo unufual a Form, as led 
even the celebrated Spanbeim into a Miftake. Our 
Author has correéted it. There are fome Symbols 
upon this Diadem which he owns he is ignorant of , 
but he takes notice of two ignominious Circum- 
ftances relating to it, one was, its falling into the 
Hands of the Romans, when its Owner fled from 


Lucuilus, in whofe Triumph it was afterwards a. 
ries 
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ried among the Spoils of that Defeat ; the other 
was, its being laid at the Feet of Pompey by Jj- 
ranes himfelf upon another Occafion. 

The other of the two Intaglios has on it the Head 
of Auguftus, placed on the back of Capricorn, under 
which Sign he was born. Medalifts have been di- 
vided concerning the Meaning of this Figure, fo fre- 
quent on that Prince’s Medals. Some have denied 
its having any Reference to his Horofcope, and will 
rather have it to intend the Plenty of all Things 
which the Romans enjoyed under his Government ; 
while others contend for its fignifying the Empire, 
which he became Mafter of by the Victory ar 
Aétium. Our Author convicts both thefe Parties of 
Error. 

I fhall but juft mention the Treatife following 
thefe two little Effays, It is entirely a Criticifm, 
and a very fevere one, on the new Edition of 
St. Jerome, publifhed at Verona, in which M. Maf- 
fei is concerned. Our Author feems every where 
to purfue this /talian with an implacable Averfion. 

The laft Thing in this Volume, except the In- 
dexes, is a moft curious Differtation on judicial 
Aftrology. After the Defcription of an ancient 
Talifman, of which we have an exact Delineation, 
our Author difcourfes of the Origin, Antiquity 
and Progrefs of this pretended Science ; of the 
moft famous Schools from whence it has been pro- 
pagated ; of the Alterations it has undergone among 
the modern Arabs ; and of the Difference between 
thefe and their Anceftors in refpect of it. He 
next enters upon a Detail of the Principles and 
Doé€trines whereon this wicked and delufive Art 
is founded. He then fhews with how little Rea- 
fon the Chaldeans and Egyptians boaft of the mighty 
Difcoveries they made, and the extraordinary Know- 
ledge they acquired by aftrological Obfervations. ; 
and he proves the Impoffibility of predicting fu- 
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ture Events of any fort by means of them. He 
takes notice of the Imperfection of Aftronomy 
among the Ancients, and of the Variety of incon- 
fiftent Syftems on which all their Ideas of it were 
founded. In the Jaft Place he makes it appear, that 
if there was indeed any Virtue in the Talifmans, fo 
famous of old, it was not owing to any Power de- 
rived from thofe Conftellations under which they were 
performed, but rather to the Influence of Demons : 
He eftablifhes certain Criteria whereby this may be 
diftinguifhed from a natural Efficacy ; and he par- 
ticularifes the deteftable Methods practifed by the 
Egyptians to obtain it, 





ARTICLE XXVIHI. 


REMARKS upon a Paffage in Virgil, relating 
to the Deftruction of Troy, with Objerva- 
tions upon the Palladium, which, by the 
Trojans and the Romans, was reckoned the 


main Stay and Support of their State. 
By Charles Lamotte, D. D. 


Venit fumma dies &f ineluétabile Tempus 
Dardanie. Fuimus Troés: fuit Ilium, F ingens 
Gloria Teucrorum. Ferus omnia Fupiter Argos 
Tranftulit : incensé Danai dominantur in urbe. 


YHTS moving Speech, which the Poet has 
put into the Mouth of Pantheus, the Prieft 

of Apollo, contains a lively Defcription of the Mile- 
ries and Calamities the Trojans were reduced to, by 
long and tedious Wars which they had maintained 
againft the Greeks ; and which is beautifully fet off 
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by the Contraft and Oppo/fition of the former Great- 
nefs and Glory of that People. 


—— Fuimus Troés: fuit lium, & ingens 
Gleria Teucrorum. 


But there is one Word, I muft confefs, in this 
Paffage of Virgil that I never approved of, and 
that feems to fall fhort of the Force and Energy of 
the preceding Lines: The Word I mean is Omnia, 
What this Adjective refers to, I muft own I am 
at a lofs to find out. It cannot properly belong to 
Troés and L/ium, which were not and could not be 
tranflated to Argos, nor to the Word Gloria ; for 
then the Poet would have faid Omuem, which would 
have made a plain and clear Senfe, and removed 
all the Difficulty and Ambiguity of the Place. 
For thefe Reafons I have often thought that there 
was a Fault inthe Text, and that Omina, and not 
Omnia, was the true and genuine Reading there. 
This you fee, Sir, is but a very {mall Alteration ; 
but fuch a one as, I conceive, makes a noble 
Senfe, fuitable to the Majefty of the whole Paffage, 
and entirely agreeable to the Perfon that fpeaks it ; 
I mean, the Prieft of pollo, whofe Office it was to 
declare the Will of the Gods, and to denounce good 
or bad Prefages to the World, Allowing this to be 
the true Reading, it will admit of two different Senfes ; 
either, firft, the Favour and Prefence of their Gods, 
their tutelar Deities, the Patrons and Proprietors of 
their State, who, by Fupiter’s Command, had now 
forfaken them, and were paffed over ta the Greeks ; 
or, fecondly, the Lofs of their Palladium, which was 
reckoned the great Support and Stay of their State. 
As to the firft of thefe Senfes, it is certain the Hea- 
thens had a Notion, that where a City or Nation 
was devoted to Deftruction by the Gods, and was 
upon the Brink of Ruin, the tutelar Deities forfook 
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the Place, and withdrew their Prefence and Protec- 
tion from it. This Sophocles, in one of his Trage- 
dies, declares was what happened at the Siege of 
Troy. The Gods (faith he) not only left the Place 
themfelves, but alfo carried their Shrines and Images 
along with them. This is what Petronius alludes 
to in his Poem of the taking of Zrey. 


Troja,capta perdidit primum Deos. 


And which Virgil himfelf elegantly defcribes at the 
g6.ft Verle of this Book, 


Exceffére omnes, adytis arifque relictis, 
Dit, quibus imperium boc fleterat. 


And this Opinion (though it was certainly unworthy 
of their Gods, who ought rather to have affifted 
them in their Calamities, and guarded and defended 
them in their Adverfities) had yet got fo deep a 
Root in the Minds of the Heathens, that fome of 
them ufed to bind the Images of their Gods, and 
with Chains faften them to the Walls of their Tem- 
ples, left they fhould leave the Place and forfake 
them in their Diftrefs. Thus we read the Athenians, 
when under great Difficulties, tied the Statue of the 
Goddefs of Victory to their Temple. And Quin- 
tus Curtius relates that the Zyrians, when they were 
clofely befieged by Alexander the Great, and reduced 
to the utmoft Extremity, bound faft zhe Statue of 
Apollo to the Altar of Hercules, 26 fecure his Fa- 
vour and confine his Proteétion to their Town, 
And this Notion of the Gods forfaking a ‘Town or 
Country before its approaching Ruin, was fo firmly 
believed by the Romans and Greeks, that, when- 
foever they attacked an Enemy or a Place which 
they were afraid they were not able to conquer and 
to take, they had Recourfe to Charms, Spells and 
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Evocations, to call away the Gods from their Ene- 
mies, and bribe them to come over to their Side, 
with the Offers of a more magnificent Temple and 
a more honourable Worfhip among them, The 
Terms of thefe Evocations may be feen in Macrobius, 
Lib. 13. cap. 9. and in the Remarks I have made upon 
Fofephus in the Works of the Learned.* This fewifh 
Writer (who, as learned Men have obferved, often 
flings Wonders, Omens and Prodigies into his Wri- 
tings, to give them a kind of heathenifh Air, and 
render them agreeable to the Greeks and Romans, 
who were vaftly credulous, and very fond of thefe 
Superftitions) has not failed to infert a Circumftance 
of this kind to amufe his Readers, and to embel- 
lifh his Hiftory of the Fewi/fh Wars,t where he 
tells this formal Story, that, about the Feaft of the 
Pentecoft, before the Ruin of Feru/alem, the Gates 
of the Temple fuddenly flew open of themfelves, 
which was looked upon by the Ancients as a Prefage 
of fome Evil and impending Misfortune; and adds, 
that as the Priefts entered into the inner Part of the 
Temple in the Night to perform their folemn 
.Services there, they perceived a Noife and Trem- 
bling in the Place, and then heard a thick and 
coarfe Voice, like that of a Multitude, faying, Let 
us depart, or, let us go bence. 

Mr. Simon, a learned Man, Member of the 
Academy of Belles Lettres at Paris, in a curious 
Differtation upon this Subject, afferts, that the Hea- 
thens had borrowed their Notion of tutelar Deities 
from the Jews. I will not difpute the Matter with 
him here; nor will I deny but the ews had fuch 
an Opinion of tutelar Angels, as may be proved 
from feveral Places of the Holy Scriptures: But 
fince it does not appear that they had any Notions 
of thefe Charms and Evocations, nor of the Angels 


* September 1737. + De Belle Jud. i. 7. €. 12, 
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leaving the Places under their Protection in any im- 
minent Dangers, and juft before their approaching 
Deftruction, { rather believe that Yo/ephus inferted 
this Circumftance of the Voice in the Temple, and 
the Departure of their tutelar Gods, as he did many 
other Paffages in his Hiftory, to give it a Heathenifh 
Air (as I faid before) to render it more agreeable 
and palatable to the Heathens, who were very fond 
of fuch Prodigies, and at the fame time to make 
his Court to the Roman Emperor, as if he had the 
Gods plainly on his Side, and Providence in an 
efpecial Manner had affifted him in his Conqueft 
ot Ferufalem. | 
Tacitus, who is allowed by learned* Men to 
have borrowed feveral Facts from Fo/fephas, has not 
forgot to copy this Story from him, but very injudi- 
cioufly inferted it in his Hiftory of the taking of 
Ferufalem, and of the Deftruction of the Sews and 
their Temple. ‘* The Doors of the Temple (faith 
‘“< he) flew open of themfelves, anda Voice louder 
‘¢ than a human one was heard to fay, that the 
‘© Gods were leaving the Place, and likewife a 
“ Noile was perceived like their rufhing out of the 
‘© Temple.” This, i faid, Tacitus had very injudi- 
cioufly copied from the Fewi/o Writer, fince it has 
Jed him into a_very great Blunder. For, after he 
had laid it down as a Truth, that the great and 
tundamenta] Article of the Fewi/b Religion was the 
Unity of a God, and that they worfhipped but one 
{upreme Being, eternal, unchangeable, and immortal ; 
as if he had quite forgot this, he foon after men- 
tions a Plurality.of Gods, and: faith that before the 
Ruin of Ferufalem, a Voice was heard, faying, 
that their Gods lett and forfook their Temple. A 


* See the curious and judicious Differtation of the reverend: 
and very learned Mr. A/c upon the Maflacre of the Inno- 
cents. 
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learned * Man, and a noted Critick, endeavours to 
bring him off, by faying that Tacitus {poke 
wAwdorT nec, Collectively, in the plural Number, More 
Gentili, after the Manner of the Heathen. I am 
always willing to fhew what Favour and Allow- 


ance I can to the Slips and Miftakes of ancient 
Writers, 


Hanc veniam petimu{que damu/que vicifim. 


But I muft own, I cannot think fo favourably as 
Mr. Le Clere of a Writer who cannot make one 
Step without a Stumble or Fall when he fpeaks of 
the 7éews, and has heaped Blunder + upon Blunder 
in the Accounts he has given of the Antiquity and 
Hiftory of that People, though he had at the fame 
Time fuch an Author as Fofepbus to guide and di- 
rect him. Asa Detail of thefe Miftakes would be 
too long, and make me ftray too far from my Sub- 
ject, I thall content myfelf with flinging two or 
three into the Margin. But, to return gto my Sub- 
ject, I have often thought that by the Omina, which 
I take to be the true Reading in this Place, Virgil 
might have underftood the Prefence of their Gods 


* Mr. Le Clere of Holland. 

+ Sometimes he derives their Origin frotn Mount Ida in Crete, 
fometimes trom Evrhiojia, and again from Afjria. But what 
comes nearer to my Purpofe, and to a more exact Parallel wi:h the 
Inuance I have juit given, is, that after he had declarea that the 
‘Jews were fo far from allowing Imzeges in thea ‘Temples, that 
they did not fo much as admit them into their Cities and ‘Towns, 
that they did not fuffer even the Statues of Kings and Em- 
a" to be ereéted among them, mec Regibus mec Imperetoribus 
bic Honor eff, he very gravely tells his Readers the ridiculous 
Story of their worfhipping the Figure of an Afs in the Sanctuary 
of the Temple. What Credit can be given to a Writer that to 
very frequently trips on the fame Ground, && chordit fic fempir 
oberrat cadem, 
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among them, which he might properly do, becaufe 
they could not profper and fubfift without it. But 
the Word, I conceive, may be capable of another 
Senfe more eafy and natural, and which feems to 
carry a eet Probability along with it; I mean, 
chat the Poet, by Omina here, underftood the Pa//a- 
dium, ‘or the Image of Pallas, which was kept at 
Troy as facred, and which the Greeks had lately 
{tolen from them: And this might juftly be called 
the Omina Imperii, fince it was looked upon by the 
Trojans, and afterwards by the Romans, as the great 
Stay, Support and Security of their State. For the 
Tradition concerning the Palladium was, that when 
they were building the City of Troy, the Statue of 
Palias did of itfelf defcend from Heaven, and 
pitched upon the Citadel before the Roof was put 
up ; and that Apollo, whom the Trojans confulted 
on this Occafion, aflured them, that as long as they 
took care to preferve that divine Image, their City 
would flourifh and profper ; but if they fuffered it 
to be loft or taken by their Enemies, their Ruin 
was at hand, and their Deftruction would certainly 
enfue. Now when Diomedes and Ulyffes had taken 
the Citadel, and ftolen away the Palladium, no 
Wonder the Prieft thould declare that the Omina 
Imperii were loft, and tranflated from the Trojans to 
the Greeks ; and thence take an Occafion to foretell 
the Downfall and Deftruction of their State. And 
what makes this more probable is, that Virgil here 
fpoke More Romano, according to the Senfe of the 
Romans; ashe very frequently does. For they at 
that Time pretended to have this very Image of 
Pailas among them, which had been taken by the 
Greeks from the Yrojans, and, like them, thought 
that the Safety and Profperity of their Empire en- 
tircly depended on the Prefervation of it. Varro 
relates that Diomedes, who had this miraculous 
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Image in his Poffeffion, having fuffered many Ca- 
Jamities in his Voyage from Troy, confulted the 
Oracle, which told him, thar his Miferies would 
never havé an End till he reftored the Palladium to 
the Trojans, to whom it properly and originally bee 
longed. So, in Compliance with this Warning from 
Heaven, that Prince, as he pafled through Ca/atria, 
offered to reftore it to Aeas, who being then em- 
ployed about a Sacrifice, and having, as it was 
ufual, a Veil over his Head, defired it might be 
delivered to Nanées, an ancient and venerable Prieft 
of Minerva, whofe Family and Pofterity had the 
Care of keeping the Palladium ever fince. After 
that Time the Romans (as the Trojans did before) 
fhewed the greateft Refpect and Veneration for this 
Image, and looked upon it as the main Stay and 
Support of their State, as appears from feveral Paf- 
fages of the Latin Writers. Thus Virgil* calls it 
fienum fatale Minerve. Lévy, m the twenty-fixth 
Book of his Hiftory, calls it fignum €P Pignus 
Imperii, which comes as near as can poffibly be to 
the Omina Imperii. Ovid} calls it nat’ é€oynn, 
Res Romana. St. Auftin|| names it facra fatalia. 
Lipfius® faith, that when the Temple of Vefa was 
burnt at Rome, the Palladium, for greater Security, 
was repofited in the Houfe of ugu/tus s+ and, to 
prevent the Misfortunes and Calamities which the 
Trojans, their Anceftors, had fuffered by the Lofs 
of this curious Image, they artfully contrived fe- 


* Virgil. AEneid. \. 2. v. 165. 

+ Ovid. Fafforum, 1. 6. 

|| Auguftin. de Civitate Dei. 

* Lipf, de Vefta bib. 

+ lt is likely that Azgu/fus was willing to admit of fuch a 
Guett, that he might derive the Bleffings of the Gods upon his 
Houfe, and alfo give the People a Notion of the Holinefs and 


SanQity of it, and add a greater Veneration to the Imperial 
Palace. 
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veral other Statues of the fame Shape and Like- 
nefs, that they might not be fo liable to lofe the 
true one. So when the Emperor Heliogabalus re- 
folved, among his other Extravagancies, to take 
away the Palladiam, and to place it in the Temple 
of his God the Sun, he was deceived by the Chief 
of the Veftals, who put a falfe and counterfeit one 
upon him. For Lampridius faith, in the Life of 
chat Prince, fignum quod verum effe credebat abjtulit ; 
which Words plainly imply that he was impofed 
upon, and that a wrong Image was delivered into 
his Hands. And here I beg Leave to obferve, 
that this Palladium was not otherwife valuable on 
the Account of the Matter it was made of, for it 
is certain it was made of Wood. There is, I muft 
own, a Paffage in the Writer I have juft now quoted, 
which feems to contradié& this, and would incline 
one to believe that it was compofed of a more pre- 
cious Matter; I mean, that it was made of Gold: 
Palladium (faith he) Heliogabalus filum Auro in 
Templo fuo locavit. But the learned Salmafius has 
proved this Reading to be a Miftake of the Tran- 
{cribers, and by the Help of the Palatine MS. 
which has awro viftum, thinks juftly, that the true 
Reading fhould be auro vinétum, bound, adorned, 
fet, and infhrined in Gold, it being the Cuftom of 
che Ancients thus to fet off and adorn the Images of 
their Gods, either in Honour to the Deities, or to 
increafe the Refpeét and Veneration of the Vulgar 
towards them.. Thefe Statues, thus infhrined and 
fet in Gold, were called ypoctvdeta no’ ypoor- 
KoAAuTO Vide Salmaf: Notas in Lampridii vitam 
Heliogabali. . 
But, to return to Virgil, fince then the Trojans had 
fuch a Regard and Veneration for the Palladium, 
as to look upon it as the Stay and Support of their 
Empire; fince the reading Omina here makes : 
natura 
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natural Senfe adapted to the Circumftances of the 
Trojans, and to the Notions both they and the Ro- 
mans had of that Image, fuitable to the Dignity of 
the Place in Virgil, and perfectly agreeable, as I 
have obferved above, to the Perfon that fpeaks it, 
I hope there is fome Ground for what I affert, and 
that the true Reading of the Place is, 


Ferus Omina Fapiter Argos 
Tranflulit. 


What I conceive Jed the Tranfcribers into this 
Miftake was, their feeing the Word Omina in fome 
MSS. written by way of Abbreviation, Onia, and 
taking it for Omnia. What feems to confirm my 
ConjcCture is, that this very Miftake, | mean the 
writing of Omnia inftead of Omina, has been com- 
mitted by the Tranfcribets and Printers in a Paf- 
fage of S.neca’s Confolatio ad Polvium, as Erafmus 
hath obferved out of a learned Critick. Piutianus, 
(faith he) a very learned Man both in Lavin and 
Greek, has juftly corrected this Place in Seveca, aut 
Omnia me fallant; and maintains it ought to be 
read Omina, it being a kind of vulgar Saying and 
proverbial Expreffion. As I have not the Works 
of Pintianus by me, and Erafmus does not tell us 
the Reafons he has given for this his Emendation, I 
fhall venture to propofe one of my own, drawn from 
the Context of that Writer, and intirely leave it, Sir, 
to your Judgment. Seweca wrote this Book to Pol/y- 
bius, who was Freedman to the Emperor C/audias, to 
comfort him for the Death of a beloved Brother ; 
and among other Arguments he offers, he purs him 
in mind of the Favour which he enjoyed to fo great 
a Degree under that Prince and Monarch, who was 
the very Reverfe of Caligula, the wicked Wretch 
whom he had fucceeded in the Throne, who, by 
the Readinefs he fhewed to eafe and relieve his Sub- 
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jects, to comfort the A filicted, and to firccour and pro- 
tect the Diftrefled, gave a very hopeful and pleating 
Profpect of Happinefs to the Romans ; and then 
adds, aut omina fallunt, or thefe happy Prefages 
deceive me, or that gracious Prince, who is the 
publick Comfort of all Men, has already begun to 
footh and alleviate your Grief ; which, I conceive, 
makes a natural and noble Senfe, and worthy of 
Seneca ; whereas the rendering it aut omnia, or 
every thing deceives me, plainly renders the Ex- 
preffion flat and low, and by no means fuitable to 
the Genius and Spirit of that Philofopher. But | 
need not go fo far for an Inftance of this Miftake 
of putting Omnia for Omina, fince our Poet af- 
fords us a remarkable one himfelf in the Book of 
the Aneis, where Calchas having declared that the 
Greeks would never be the Mafters of Troy, 


—Omina in repetant Argis, Numenque reducant, 
Quod Pelago &F curvis fecum advexere Carinis 


concludes the whole Paffage, 
Ita digerit Omina Calchas. 


Where the Tranfcribers injudicioufly enough have 
put in Omnia, though the Word Owmiza in the firft 
Line I have quoted might eafily have fet them 
right, and faved them that Miftake. I was fur- 
prifed to fee this Blemifh ftand in the. De/phin 
Virgil, which is allowed to be one of the beft of 
all thofe French Editions. Ru@us indeed points out 
the true Reading in his Notes upon the Place, where 
he faith, alii /egunt omina nec male. But fure this was 
not faying enough, fince any one may fee it is cer- 
tainly the true and the genuine Reading. I could 
not but wonder to find a Perfon of fo juft and ele- 
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ant a Tafte, as Monfieur Bay/e,* guilty of the fame 
Mittake in his Hiftorical Diétionary, under the 
Name of Hilten. A Fault not unlike this has been 
committed in fome Editions of Horace, at the third 
Book, Ode 14. v.11. where the Poet, congratu- 
lating Augufias on his Return from Spain, calls 
upon the Romans to facrifice to their Gads, and bids 
them, male ominatis parcere yverbis 5 inftead of 
which fome Copies have read it male nominatis. 
Lambin indeed endeavours to defend this odd Read- 
ing by the Authority of fome MSS, and farther 
obferves, that the Ancients took fpecial Care, that 
not only thofe that facrificed the Victims, but that 
the Victims themfelves that were offered to the Geds 
fhould have no ominous and unlucky Names. 
But, with due Deference to fo great a Critick, J 
believe no-bady that has a true Tafte and Relith 
for Horace, will approve of the Words verbis 
male nominatis, or think that. fo bald an Expref- 
fion could drop from the Pen of that excellent 
Poet. Befides, the Reafon he gives, wiz. that they 
took care that wot only the Perfons that facrificed, 
but even the Vidétims that were offered to the 
Gods, fhould not have any ominous and unlucky 
Names, feems not to be at all co the Purpofe, 
but to be quite out of the Queftion, fince Horace 
here direéts his Advice to the young Wdmen 
and Boys, Pueri & Puelle jam virum experte, 
who could have nothing to do with the Names 
of the Sacrificers, or the Sacrifices that were of- 


* Mr. Bayle, in that Article, having faid that Hiltea had 
ottered many Prophecies that proved falie in the Event, as the 
Downfall of the Pope, and the Conqueft 0: Germany and Italy 
by the Turks, he adds, by way of Sneer, 


Ita digerit cmnia Calas. 
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fered to’ the Gods, which has always made me 


incline to the other Reading that occurs in many 
other Editions, 


Male ominatis parcite verbis. 


You will fay, Sir, that this will caufe an Hiatus, 
that will make the Verfe run very lame and un- 
couth. I own it; but fure fome Allowance may 
be made for the Licenfe of a Poet, and I muft 
own, I would admit of any thing, rather than, 
without any juft Reafon, to father fuch a bald 
and fenfelefs Reading upon that great Mafter of 
Tafte and Elegancy of Stile. Since the writing 
of this, I find chat the great Dr. Bentley, whofe 
Works I had not by me then, with his utual 
Sagacity, has healed the fore Place, fet the Mat- 
ter in a true and clear Light, and removed all 
the Difficulties that clogged the Senfe and ham- 
pered the Metre, by reading the Words thus, 


Mailé inominatis parcite verbis. 


And this is not a new Word, or one of his own 
coining, but has the Stamp and Authority of 
Hlorace himfelf, and has been ufed by him in the 
fixtcenth of his Epodes, Znominata perprimat Cubilia. 
To confirm this Reading, and prove the Miftake 
of the Tranfcribers, he produces a Paffage of 
Gellius,* who calls a boding and unlucky Day, 
Diem inominalem, which, by the very fame 3lun- 
der as this before us, the Tranfcribers have changed 
into nominalem ; and as maié fometimes adds to 
the Senfe, and fignifies valde, very, or very much, 
as male difpari, malé falfus, €F malé rauci, the Senie 


* Gell. 1. g. €. 87. 
of 
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of Horace’s Advice will be very natural and plain, 
that they fhould carefully avoid fuch ominous and 
unlucky Words as might be offenfive to the Gods, 
and deftroy the Effeét of their Sacrifice. This is 
one of the lucky Difcoveries and happy Emenda- 
tions which, among many others, that great Critick 
has obliged the World with in his noble Per- 
formance upon Fforace, wherein, as well as in his 
Terence, it is hard to fay, whether he has fhewn 
more extenfive Learning, truer Judgment, ora 
finer Tafte and Sagacity in Criticifm , and, /emper 
feliciter audens, hath as much furpaffed the Scal- 
gers, the Lambins, and the Caufabons, thofe Heroes 
of Literature and Criticifm in the laft Age, as they 
themfelves.exceeded the very Schoolboys and Freth- 
men of their Time. | 
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ARTICLE XxXIX. 


Hiftoire du Prince Frangois Eugene de Savoie, 
Generakffime des Armees de ! Empereur & de 
VlEmpire, Enrichie des Plans de Batailles 
& des Médailles néceffaires pour I intelli. 
gence de cette Hiftoire. Thatis, The Hiftory 
ef Prince Eugene of Savoy, General:fiimo 

the Forces of the Emperor and of the 
ire. Illuftrated with Copper Plates, 
reprefentiug bis Engagements, and the Me- 
. dals firuck ix Honour of bis Vittories. 
1740. Duodecimo, Five Volumes. Printed 
at Amfterdam, and /eld by F. Changuion, 
at Juvenal’s Head, near Somerfet-Houfe in 
the Strand, London. 


LL that we know of the Author of this 

Work is, that-the Publick has been indebted 
to him for f6me others; and -that, for Reafons 
which he does not think fit to explain, he ftill chufes 
to be anonymous, Ina Letter to. his Bookfellers 
he acquaints us with the Occafion of this Perfor- 
mance, and fpecifies the Affiftances whereby he was 
enabled to accomplifh it. He profeffes to be un- 
der no Influence of Intereft, or Fear of difobliging 
any one, and confequently free from any Motive 
which might corrupt or biafs him in his Relations, 
which, he affures us, have in them all the Veracity 
becoming an Hiftorian. -He has ftudied Impar- 
tiality, and he thinks he may fafely affirm, he has 
every where maintained that Character. Notwith- 
ftanding he was born and educated in France, he 
difclaims the Jeaft Prejudice in favour of his Country- 
men. He has been far from concealing any _— 
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and Overfights of the Generals of that Nation, 
where they have been guilty of any in their military 
Capacity, and for the fame Reafon, he has not fcrupled 
to praife them where they appear to deferve it. He 
has behaved in the very fame Manner with regard 
to the Germans, and even to the Turks ; and he 
ftatters himfelf, that however the Merit of this Com- 
pofition may be difputed, asto the Graces of it, .its 
Sincerity will not be queftioned. He has endea- 
voured throughout to be at once agreeable and ufe- 
ful to his Readers ; and he hopes the Reficétions he 
has here and there interfperfed will not be difplea- 
fing, as they at Jeaft carry in them the ‘viarks of an 
ardent Defire of the Felicity of Mankind, which 
ought to be the firft Aim of rational Beings. 

‘Fhe Materials whereof thefe Memoirs are com- 
piled, were colleéted from different Quarters, The 
oreateft Part was communicated by an ancient Gen- 
tleman of Hungary, whom our Author accidentally 
met with at Franckfort on the Oder.” With this 
Stranger he had feveral Conferences, chat, for the 
moft Part, turned on the: Productions of our mo- 
dern Writers, which they either cenfured or ap- 
proved, as they thought their refpective Merits de- 
» ferved, One Day the Hzagarian exprefled his Sur- 
prife at our not having as yet any Hiftory of 
Prince Eugene in the French Tongue; for, added he, 
«© I do not confider in that Character a few trifling 
*¢ Pamphlets, which, to {peak properly, are only 
‘© Abftraéts of the Military Hiffory of him by 
‘© M. Dumont.” Hereupon he recommended the 
Life of this Heroto our Author, perfuading him to 
write it, faying he was the better qualified tor fuch a 
Tafk, as he was a Mafter of the Germax, and fo could 
make ufe of what had been written in that Language 
relating to his Subject ; promifing at the fame time, 
if he would undertake it, to furnifh him with a 
Jarge Parcel of Manufcripts, containing authen- 
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tic Memoirs of feveral Tranfactions which he had 
either been an Eye-witnefs of himfelf, or had heard 
from the Mouths of divers Minifters of State, and 
Generals in the Imperial Army, who had been fo. The 
Hffue of al} was, that our Author, as foon as he had 
finifhed his Travels, and fettled hisA ffairs,applied him. 
felf to what the Hungarian had propofed ; andthe Aun- 
garian, on his Part, did not fail of what he had pro. 
mifed. The Papers which he was fupplied with by this 
Gentleman included, as he tells us, a Variety of curious 
Anecdotes. It is true, he therein met with a Num- 
ber of Particulars that were already in Print ; but, 
on the other hand, he found in them a great many 
which had never been publifhed, and that were con- 
trary to what fome Writers had delivered concern- 
ing the fame Facts; which laft Circumftance has 
given Birth to abundance of critical Notes that 
occur in thefe Volumes. 

Befides thefe Manufcripts, our Author had fome 
other Helps in the compofing of this Work. 
Among thefe we are hardly to reckon the Military 
Hftory of Mr. Dumont, afore-mentioned: He 
expreffts but an indifferent Opinion of that Per- 
formance ; he looks upon it as too much either 
a Panegyrick or Inveétive, and inftead of borrowing 
from, he finds himfelf obliged now and then, as he 
fays, to contradict ir. He has often cited Memoirs of 
the Life and Campaigns of Prince EuGtne, written 
by an /talian: Of all his Hiftorians, this, he fays, 
is the moft unprejudic’d. There is an Hiltory of 
him alfo in the German Tongue ; but it is the moft. 
impertinent Stuff, our Author fays, that ever he 
faw, the far greater Pare of it being only Defa- 
mation, or extravagant Encomiums ;_ notwith- 
ftanding he is obliged to it for the Knowledge of 
certain Facts, which are no where elfe to be met 
with, and the Truth of which may be depended on ; 
but he affures us, he has taken care not to imitate 
either the Stile or colouring of the Original. * 
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He has divided this Hiftory into five Tomes, 
The firft, befides an introductory Account of Prince 
Eugene’s Defcent, and the various Incidents of his 
Youth, comprifes the TranfaCtions of his Life trom 
his firft Entrance into the Emperor’s Service, Anno 
1683, when the Turks declared War with his Impe- 
rial Majefty, poured a great Army into Hungary, 
and penetrated almoft to the Gates of Vienna, to 
his driving the French out of Mirandola in 1701; 
comprehending a Period of eighteen Years. 

The moft remarkable Events of this Time, in 
which our Hero fignalifed his Courage, and gave 
illu(trious Omens of his future Glory, were, the 
raifing of the Siege of Vienna. The Battle and 
Siege of Buda, in the former of which the 
Imperialifts were victorious, and renderedfo, in a 
great Meafure, by our Prince’s Bravery and Con- 
du&, The Battle near Cran, where he behaved 
with fuch uncommon Prudence and Valour, as in- 
duced Prince Lewis of Baden, under whofe Eye he 
fought, to prefent him perfonally to the Emperor, 
with the higheft Applaufes, and Forebodings of his 
one Day equalling the greateft Captains of former 
Ages, The taking of Buda by the Imperialifts, af- 
ter a fecond Siege; and fome Enterprizes of lefs 
Importance which enfued thereupon. The Battle of 
Herfan, where the Defeat of the Zurks was very 
much owing to his Intrepidity ; after they were 
routed, he purfued them to their Camp, which he 
entered at the Head of his Dragoons, notwithftand- 
ing all its Intrenchments, and the perpetual Fire of 
the Enemy both from their Artillery and {mall 
Arms. The befieging of Belgrade, to the taking of 
which he contributed not a little ; he, with the Duke 
of Bavaria, rallied the Jmperialifts when they were 
repulfed before the Town, and led them on to the 
Affaule ; when a Breach was made, he firft mount- 
ed it, followed by all che Voluntiers and the ae 
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of the Soldiers; and here he was attacked: by x 
Janizary, who ftruck him fuch a Blow with his 
Sabre as pierced through his Cafk, for which he 
Jaid him dead at his Feet, The Battle fought near 
the Abbey de Stafarde, between the Duke of Savoy, 
at the Head of a Pait of the Confederate Forces, 
and Monfieur de Casinat, General of the Frexch in 
italy ; in this Engagement he commanded the Ca- 
valry of the Left Wing of the Savoyards, where 
he did Wonders, and at length, after holding the 
victorious Enemy in Play above four Hours, 
brought off his Troops by a Retreat that was ad- 
mired even by his Foes, and extolled by their own 
Hiftorians. The defeating the Rear-guard of Mon- 
fieur Catinat in the Neighbourhood of Coni, and 
raifing the Siege of that Place, which was entirely 
owing to his Wifdom and invincible Bravery. The 
Siege of Embrun, Capital of a fmall Diftri& in 
France, and an Archbifhoprick. The unfortunate 
Battle of Marfiglia, where the Arms of the Allies 
under the Duke of S2vey were defeated, when our 
Hero diftinguifhed himfelf not -only in the Fight, 
where he was vifible to all, difpenfing his Orders 
with an amazing Calmnefs and Compofure, but by 
a gallant Retreat, which gained him the higheft 
Applaufes. The Siege of Ca/a/. The Battle of Zenta 
in Hungary, when he gained the greateft Renown 
by a compleat Victory over the Zurks, headed by 
the Sultan.in Perfon, and with the Lofs of a few 
only of his own Army.* The invading of Bofnia, 

in 


* The Prince congratulated the Emperor on this glorious 
Sucoefs ‘in Terms the moft becoming imaginable. Our Au- 
thor has recited the Letter which he wro:e upon this Occafion : 
It is a pretty long one, and contains a tuccimét Account of the. 
whole Traniaction. He makes on it the following Refiection: 
<* We may, by the Stile of this Fpifile, judge of the Modefiy 
“of Prince Eugene. He never fays, J did thi:, ex I did that, 

© but 









Art.29. For DECEMBER, 1739. 437 


in which, though he had not all the Succefs he 
hoped for, he performed Wonders, and difplayed 
all the Talents of che moft accomplifhed Soldier. 
The Battle of Carpi, which, though but a fhort and 
not very bloody one, gave him an Qccafion of 
fhewing the moft confummate Wifdom, Forefight, 
and military Skill. Laftly, the Battle of Cdiari, 
which paved the Way for his driving the Freuch 
out of the AMZantuan, 

Thus I have-named thofe Events wherein Prince 
Eugene gave illuftrious Proofs of -his hereic Quali- 
ties, and which are fully defcribed in the firft Vo- 
lume of this Hiftory. He appears here likewife in 
the moft beautiful Light, confidered as a States- 
man. In the Cabinet of his Imperial Majefty, and 
tn his Negociations with.,other Potentates, he fhines, 
as our Author has drawn him, with no lefs Luftre 
than in the Field and at the Head of Armies, 
Nay, he has given us a yet nobler Idea of him, 
as a Philofopher and a Chriftian, by fome amiable 
Sketches of his exalted Virtue and Generofity, The 


“ but we did fo or fo. He does not fay that it was he who 
‘« gained the Battle; on the contrary, he attributes the Succefs 
“« of it to the other Generals, and {peaks of himfelf as unwor- 
“¢ thy of the chief Command of fo biave an Army. Here we 
«« have. the genuine Character of great Men. Self-fufficiency 
‘«* and Prefumption are the Properties of litle Minds. The more 
‘© | read the Letters that fome others have written concerning 
‘« their Viétories, the more I am perfuaded that great Evencs 
“ are freqaently owing to mere Fortune. The Idea of a vain 
«¢ and conceited Perfon faggefls to me always that of an ignorant 
«* one; I may be miftaken, but there feems to be a near Af- 
‘* finity between thefe Qualities However this be, it may be 
‘¢ queition’d whether the Booty which the Macedomians got at 
«© Arbela was comparable to the Spoil of the Turkif> Camp at’ 
<* Zenta ; or whether the Viétory obtained over the Perfians by 
“© Alexandir the Great was fo compleat as this of Prince Eugene. But 
‘© this Circumftance was common to both thefe Heroes, that in 
“« their refpeCtive Engagements they encounter’d Enemies who 
“ feemed to come to the Field of Battle merely to be defeated. 
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Brevity within which | am forced to confine my Ac- 
count of this Performance, will permit me to cite only 
one of them. 1 muft premife, chat juft before the 
Battle of Zenta, aforementioned, the Prince 
received an Order from the Emperor to avoid an 
Engagetnent. He kept this Meflage a Secret from 
his Army ; and, perceiving that he could not in 
that Junéture pay the Obedience to it which he de- 
fired, without a greater Prejudice to his Mafter’s 
Affairs, than they would probably fuffer even by a 

efeat, he determined to proteed as the Circum- 
frances of the Cafe required, and rather venture the 
Lofs of his Favour, than negleét fo fair an Oppor- 
tunity as then prefented of doing him the moft real 
and important Service. We have in the laft Page but 
one feen the glorious Iffue of this wife and honeft 
Refolution, in one of the compleateft Victories over 
the Turks that ever was gained; and fhall undoubt- 
edly be furprifed to find, that notwithftanding both 
his Soveraign and the whole Empire reaped the 
greateft Advantage thereby, it had like to have been 
the Occafion of his utter Deftruction, The Mat- 
ter 1s thus related by our Author. 

«¢ When the Campaign * was over, the Prince 
«« fet out for Vienna, flattering himfelf (as he had 
«< the utmoft Reafon) that the Monarch, at whofe 
‘© Feet he was going to lay fuch unfading Laurels, 
<< would receive him with new Marks of Affection, 
«< and with fuch Teftimonies of his Approbation 
as were due to the happy Succefs of his Enter- 
prizes. But, alas! he was deceived. His Vic- 
tory, glorious as indeed it was, even difgufted 
the Emperor. His Majefty was credulous, 
and eafily influenced by his Favourites, Some 
of thefe, who were the Prince’s Enemies, taking 
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Advantage of this Di‘pofition, endeavoured to 
poifon an Aétion, in his Opinion, which merited’ 
immortal Honours. Envy infpired them with all: 
the Ar.iaces thatywere proper to facilitate their 
Defigns. Caprara, the implacable Caprara, nes 
ver ceafed infinuating to the Emperor, that the 
fortunate Event of the late Exploit was no Ex- 
cufe for the Victor’s Rafhnefs, or for his difobey~ 
ing, the Imperial Mandate, which forbad him to 
engage. Count Kinski, Chancellor of Bobemia, 
and firft Privy-Counfellor to the Emperor, in- 


fpired with the fame Hatred of Eugene, joined 


in Caprara’s Suggeftions, and contributed not 
a little to irritaie his Majefty againft him. Lees 
pold, though juft and good-natur’d, was how- 
ever fubjeét to the infeparable Attribute of So« 
veraigns, he was extremely tender of his Au- 
thority 3 and the Difcourfes of Caprara and the 
other Rivals of our Hero, had kindled his Jea- 
loufy in this Refpect. He was not forry for his 
General's Succefs, but he could not fuffer it to be 
thought, that he had not paid a due Submiffion 
to his Orders ; his being vanquifhed had been lefs 
difpleafing than his Difobedience; Or rather he 
was chagrin’d at his own Miftake, in fending 
thofe Orders, fo contrary to his Intereft, and: 
which, I dare fay, if they had been complied 
with, would have been attended with pernicious 
Conlequences. Caprara and the others continued 
daily to aggravate his Difpleafure, and obferving 
him to be fenfible on no other Side but that of 
his Prerogative, they perpetually harped on that 
String. In a word, by inceffantly muttering Trea- 
fon, Femerity, and Rebellion, they obtained their 
malicious Purpofes, and incenfed him againft a> 
Perfon, who, above all others, merited his Con- 
fidence and Favour. 
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. «© The Prince had Tiot the leaft Sufpicion of this 
Confpiracy to ruin him. He proceeded on his 
«© Journey from Hungary, amidft the Acclamations 
of the Multitude, and when he arrived at Vienna, 
the Inhabitants ‘ran out to meet him, and con- 
«¢ duéted him into that Capital with Tran{port, call- 
<s ing him their tatelar Angel, and Deliverer of the 
‘© Empire; {fo that if the Affections of a People 
“¢ could be any Confolation to a General under the 
‘ Frowns of his Soveraign, ours had no great Rea- 
“© fon to lament the Difgrace which he afterwards 
«¢ experienced. He had prefently fome Intimation 
‘s of the Snares that were laid for him, neverthelefs 
<<‘ ‘he inftantly demanded an Audience-of the Empe- 
«s ror, It was granted ; but he was received in fo 
<¢ cold a Manner as quite aftonifhed him. However, 
“s he foon recovered himfelf. He delivered into his 
«© Majefty’s Hands the Seal of the Ottoman Empire, 
¢¢ which the Grand Vizier had loft, together with 
«s his Life, in the Field of Zenta; and with a Com- 
<¢ pofure and Confidence becoming his Innocence, 
‘¢ gave him an Account of all he had done, and of 
«¢ the Condition in which he had left his Army in 
“s Hungary. 
‘¢ If the Prince was amazed at the Emperotr’s Be- 
«¢ haviour when he now waited on him, expecting 
¢ his Careffes and Congratulations, he had Caufe to 
¢ be fo mych more, when he had fecret Intelligence 
‘ from a Lord, who was one of his Friends, that 
¢ there was an Intention of arrefting him, and pro- 
¢ ceeding againft him by the Aulick Council of 
¢ War. To this Advice was added a particular In- 
« formation of all the Stratagems which his Ene- 
« mies had employed to deftroy him. - He could 
¢ hardly credit fuch.a Report, or perfuade himfelf 
¢ that the Emperor could fo eafily forget his Ser- 
¢ vices, to hearken to the Calumnies of his Ad- 
‘« verfaries. But how improbable foever this might 
‘* feem, 
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feem, he had no Caufe to doubt of its being the 
Cafe, when the Count de Schiick, Captain of the 
Guard, came foon atter to demand his Sword, and 
to forbid him, in the Emperor’s Name, to ftir out 
of Vienna, The Prince, how little Equity foever 
there appeared in it, received this Meflage very 
refpeétfully. There, faid he to the Officer, is my 
Sword, which the Emperor demands of me, it is 
yet veeking with the Blood of bis Enemies; and I 
defire to receive tt no more, if I may not employ it 


bs fer his Service. 
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‘© What Care foever the Court took to keep this 
Affair fecret, the whole City was quickly apprifed 
of it. The Burgefics hereupon afflembled, and con- 
fulted how they fhould proteét his Highnefs, if 
there fhould be any Attempts againft his Lite or 
Liberty. What, faid they, is ach Usage as this 


a proper Recompence for a Hero, who bas faved | 


Vienna and the Empire, from a Ruin that we 
looked upon as inevitable? Their Attachment 
went fo far, that they deputed fome of the prin- 
cipal of their Party to wait on him, with Affu- 
rances of their being ready to defend him againft 
any who fhould prefume to touch his Perfon, 
They even offered to guard his Palace, and to 
repulfe every one that dared to invade the Immu- 
nity of it, The Prince thanked them for thefe 
Marks of their Affeétion and Eiteem, but told 
them, be chofe to have no other Guard than the 
Lategrity of bis Condutt, and the little which be bad 
done for the Service of bis Imperial Majefty: He 
is, faid he, too wife a Monarch, not to diftinguifo 
Truth from Calumny, and be is too equitable nut 
tu render me inavery littie Time that fujlice which 
be thinks I bave a Kight to. 
‘¢ The Deputies, at their Departure, aflured him, 
that all the Citizens were refolved to facrifice 
their Lives and Fortunes rather than he fhould 
| Gg2 ss f{uiter 
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fuffer the leaft Moleftation, Whether thefeProceed- 
ings of the Inhabitants of Vienna made the Em- 
peror apprehenfive of fome popular Tumults, or 
whether his natural good Nature refumed its 
Afcendency, and got the better of his Refentment, 
certain it is, that from this very Day his Heart 
was altogether changed in favour of Prince Ey- 

ene 3 and when prefently after, Caprara folicit- 
ed in full Council, that his Highnefs fhould be 
fummoned before the Council of War, to be in- 
terrogated and examined, his Majefty made this 
remarkable Reply : God forbid, that I fhould 
treat as a Malefaétor a Prince, by whom Heaven 
bas conferred on me fo many unmerited Favours. 
How can be be in Fault, be whom God has made 
the Inftrument of chaftifing the Enemies of bis 
Son? Thefe Words fealed up the Mouth of 
Envy. Caprara was obliged to be filent, and 
to content himfelf with the vain Pleafure of having 
involved Prince Exgene in a troublefome Affair, 
the ill Succefs of which was a Punifhment on 
himfelf only, and all the Vengeance his Highnefs 
fought for. His generous Heart immediately 
forgot the Injury, and never teftified the leaft Re- 
fentment His Zeal for his Mafter, fo tar from be- 
ing cooled by this Adventure, was rather inflamed. 
On the other hand, the Emperor from henceforth 
repofed in him an abfolute Confidence, and omit- 
ted nothing that might erafe out of his Mind the 
Remembrance of the Vexation he had given him. 
He named him again to command his Forces in 
Hungary , and, to deprive his Adverfaries of the 
leaft Ground for cenfuring his Behaviour, he 
gave hima fecret Warrant under his own Hand, 
to do whatfoever he thought requifite for his Ser-. 
vice, without being accountable on any Pretext 
whatfoever. It was only on this Condition he 


«¢ would confent to take on him any more the 


“« Charge 
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¢s Charge of the War; and to this unlimited Com- 
«¢ miffion the Empire owed all which thi. ,zreat 
«¢ Captain did afterwards for its Defence, and for the 
«¢ Intereft of the Houfe of 4uftria in particular.” 
After fo long an Extract, [ muft fay very little 
more concerning the Work before us. In the fe- 
cond and third Volumes, and part of the fourth) 
we have a Detail of the glorious Atchievements of 
our Hero againfl the French both in Flanders and 
dtaly, from the Year 1702, to the Conclufion of 
the Peace between the Emperor and Lewis XIV. on 
the 6th of March 1714. In this illuftrious Period, 
which can hardly be parallel’d in Hiftory, befides a 
thoufand other Actions which will immortalife the 
Name of Prince Eugene, are comprehended the Bat- 
tles of Luzara, en Bienbeim, Turin, Ou- 
denarde, Wynnendale, and Blaregnies ; with the 
Sieges of Suza, Ghent, Bruges, Doway, Quefnoy, &c. 
The latter Part of the fourth Volume contains, 
firftt, An Account of Prince Eugene’s Journey to 
England, where our Author diltinctly fets forth 
the Occafion of his Coming over, with the Beha- 
viour of the Queen, the Courtiers, and the Nation 
in general, towards him. Secondly, The Tranf- 
actions of the Campaign of the Year 1713, when 
he was deferted by the Queen of Great- britain's 
Forces, after the feparate Peace between that Prin- 
cefs and the French King. And, laltly, The Ne- 
gotiations and Treaty of Peace between his mott 
Chriftian Majefty and rhe Emperor, the Prelimi- 
nary Articles of which his Highneds happily con- 
cluded with Marefchal Villars at Roftadt, on the 
6th of March 1714, as above mentioned, and 
figned, as his Imperial Majefty’s Plenipotentiary, 
on the 27th of September following at saden, 
The fifth Volume, including a Period of twenty- 
five Years, from 1714 to 1730, relates the Prince’s 
noble Exploits in /f/angary againft the Turks, 
Ge 2 upon 
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upon the Renewal of the War in that Country, 
We then fee him, after the Peace of Pa/farcwitz, 
to which he forced the Infidels, acting in the Qua- 
lity of a wife, circumfpeét, and faithful Miniter, 
and managing Affairs of the higheft Confequence, 
til] the kindling of anew War between the Em- 

ror and France; when we find him again at the 
Head of the Imperial Forces, making the Cam- 

aign of 1735, the laft in which he commanded, 

he whole clofes with an Account of his fudden 
Death, on the roth of April, 1736, O.S. the in- 
expreffible Confternation and Griet it occafioned, 
his fumptuous Obfequies, and his Character. The 
Index to the whole Work is at the End of this 
Volume. 


ARTICLE XXX. 


The Reverend Mr. Law was pleafed to favour 
me with the following Epifile, on Occafion 
of Mr. Mac. Pharfon’s Letter to me, from 
Scotland, relating to the Unity of the Divine 
Nature. * 


Grayftock in Cumberland, Nov. 20, 1739. 
§ IR, 

FIND myfelf obliged to you for a very high 

R Encomium in your Hiftory of the Works of the 
Eearned for September \ait, as alfo to the Gentle- 
man who is pleafed to correfpond with you, for 
his great Candour and ingenuous Treatment. I had 
not the Pleafure of feeing his Letter till this Week, 
tho’ Notice was given me of it before by a ju- 
dicious Friend, as follows: ‘* The Letter which 
‘¢ concerns you is wrote in a good-natur’d Way, 
¢¢ containing about thirty Pages, againft your At- 
“© tempt to foew, in the Notes to A. Bp. King, the 
* Publifh’d in our Hiftory for September. 

| ‘© Incon- 
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Inconclufivenefs of an Argument drawn by a late 
able Writer from the Uniformity, Simplicity, and 
“* Invariablene/s of antecedent Neceffity for proving 
‘© the Unity of the Divine Nature. I have run it 
over, and believe you need only refer the Au- 
‘s thor to your Enquiry into the Ideas of Space, 
‘© Zime, lmmenfity, &c. which it is likely he has 
“¢ not feen, and where he may find his Arguments, 
*¢ wich feveral others, exprefs’d fully and confuted. 
“© Probably it may not be worth your while to 
ss write a formal Anfwer to it, but you will rather 
‘¢ chufe to fend a fhort Letter to the Publifher. 
In thefe Sentiments of my Friend, I muft, Sir, 
beg leave to acquiefce at prefent, but without the 
Vanity of imagining myfelf either already to have 
fet the Scheme tn fo fair a Light, as to fhew the Truth 
of it beyond Contradiétion, or to be capable of ever 
doing it, as your Correfpondent obligingly fuppofes. 
I had made a few general Obfervations on the 
way of arguing in the Letter (which is maftly 
what we term ad Verecundiam) but fupprefs them 
now, as out of Seafon; this not being a proper 
Opportunity of fending them to you: Nor can there 
in all Probability be Occafion to go farther, fince 
this ingenious Writer will oblerve from Chap. VI, 
of the Enquiry, that we are of the fame Opinion 
in the main, that is, concerning, mural Keifons, or 
any, but fuch as proceed eniirely @ priori, or from 
fomething prior to the Divine Exiftence, of which 
perhaps enough has deen already wrote: ¢Vor will 
it I prefume be worth one’s while to trouble the 
World with nice Exceptions to the ftriét and pro- 
perby demonflrative Conclufivenefs of fome Proofs, 
avhen all of us allow the great Point which they 
are brought to eftablith, and when the Force of 
thefe themfelves may by fome Perfons be judg’d 
equal to a thoufand Demouftrations, Nor am I fond 
of urging fuch Confequences, as a Debate on this 
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Head would unavoidably Jead to, and which indeed 
was my chief Reafon for not otiering any Keply to 
Mr. Fack/on’s laft Piece in that Controverly. 

However, if after having feen the Book referr’d 
to, efpecially the Diffriation annexd to it, your 
worthy Correfpondent fhall be cefirous of heaiing 
farther from me on the Subject, and in Publick, 
tho’? I have for fome time laid afide thefe Studies, 
yet I fhall willingly refume them, and endeavour 
to give him all the Satisfaction I am able by your 
Means, and in the Manner you have been fo good 
as to engage for, being with very great Refpect 
both his and your 

Moft humil: Servant 
E. LAW. 


ARTICLE XXXI. 
The Jewith Spy: Being a philofophical, bifte- 
— rtcal and critical Correfpondence, by Letters 
which lately pafed between certain Jews in 
Turkey, Italy, France, &c. Tranflated 
fromthe Originals into¥rench. By the Mar- 
a D’Argens; and now done into Engilith. 
ox. II. London: Printed for D.Brown, 
at the Black Swan, without Temple-Bar ; 
and R. Hett, at the Bible and Crown, in 
the Poultry, 1740. Duodecimo, Pages 312, 

befides the Index, &c. 

Have formerly * given fome Account of the 
T firft Volume of thefe Letters. I fhall now 
beftow a fhort Article on the fecond ; whereby 
the Reader will fee whether it does not equal the 
former, both with regard to the Subjeéts, and the 
Manner of their being handled ; in a Word, whe- 
ther the Writer keeps up to the Spirit and Vigour 


* In the Hiffory of the Works of the Learned, for Ofeber. P, 295. 
0. 
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of the foregoing Part of this entertaining Perfor- 
mance. As the firft Volume was humouroufly in- 
{cribed to Mr. Fames, the Printer’s Devil, this is fa 
tirically dedicated to bis pretended Majefly TueEo- 
pore I. King of Corfica, whom our Author ad- 
viles to recollect, that, before bis Arrival in Corlica, 
he was almoft as obfcure as Jemmy. There is in this 
Dedication a Paragraph that we may take notice of, 
containing a fevere Sarcafm on the Credulity of the 
Fews, for which that People have fo terribly 
fmarted. ‘* What a Misfortune is it for the Hebrew 
«¢ Nation, fays the Marquis D’Argens to his Patron, 
«© thac you did not take it into your Head to fer 
up for King of Jerufalem/ Surely you could 
not have failed of as great Succefs in fuch an 
Undertaking, as that which renders you Mafter 
of an Eftate that lawfully belongs to the Genve/e, 
What a Luftre would it have given to the 
Fews, if you had been but pleafed to have per- 
fonated the Mefiah whom they expect! And 
how happy would it have been for that People 
to have had an Adventurer at their Head, fo 
enterprifing as you are! Perhaps you thought 
it would be a Tafk too difficult, and declined 
it for fear you fhould not fucceed; but you 
would have found confiderable Supplies from the 
Fews of Amferdam. 1 will venture, Sir, to 
give you a Piece of wholefome Advice: If you 
are ever driven out of Cor/ica, get yourfelf cir- 
cumcifed, and carry a People who only wait 
‘¢ for a Deliverer, to the Banks of Fordan ; but 
‘s if you would win the Hearts of the Hebrews, 
you muft govern them.more mildly than you do 
the Corficans ; for the J/raelites don’t love to be 
fhot to death, and you’ll never obtain your 

¢¢ Will of them by Severity.” 
As the farft Volume had two Prefaces, one in 
Commendation of the Letters ic contained, = 
other 
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other giving fome Idea of the fuppofed Writers, 
this Volume has alfo an Introduction of the like 
fort, which comprifes an Apology for the many 
fharp Reflections feattered therein on the Romi/s 
Clergy, and even on the foveraign Pontiff him- 
felf. Here is likewife a Juftification of Zaron 
Monceca, one of our Fewifh Correfpondents, a- 
gainft feveral Reproaches that have been caft on 
him, for condemning all the Fanfenifls in the 
Lump; for reprefenting the Ze/uits as ambitious 
and formidable ; for fhewing as much Friendfhip 
and Partiality for the Dutch, as Voltaire has ex- 
‘prefied for the Englifo; and for having an Affec- 
tion towards the Nazerene Proteftants. 

In the former Article, relating to thefe epif- 
tolary Effays, I did not draw up any Summary of 
their Contents, but cited out of them only certain 
Paffages, which at once ferved as Samples of the 
Originals, and conveyed fome Pleafure or Inftruc- 
tion to the Reader. I fhall purfue’ the fame Me- 
thed in what follows, with regard to this Volume 
which is now before me. My firft Extract will 
confift of feveral Paragraphs from the forty-firft 
Epiftle, with which this Volume opens, contain- 
ing Remarks on the French dramatick Writers, 
and a Parallel between thefe and the Ancieftts. 

“© The Freach Comedies and Tragedies (fays 
Monceca) are the Rivals of the Greek; and if 
the modern Plays do not exceed the ancient ones, 
yet there is no Man of Learning, who is un- 
prejudiced, that will difpute their being equal to 
them ; and for my own Part I fhould in many 
Cafes be tempted to allow them the Superiority. 
‘¢ There is not a comic Writer among the 
‘¢ Tatins that has united fo many Talents together 
<< as Moliere has done. Terence wrote in a pure 
*¢ Stile: His Charaéters are perfeétly natural : 
«© He does not barely relate Things, but actually 
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“ places them in your View;° and his Plays 


“ 


- 


are throughout judicioufly conducted; bur he 
wanted Fire, Imagination, and a Variety of 
Characters ; fo that if of the fix Plays we have 
of his, five had been loft, we fhould ftill have 
Terence entire. In all his Comedies we find a 
knavifh Footman, a debauched or amorous 
young Fellow, a covetous Father, 9c. and after 
a Perfon has read his Andria, he meets with no 
new Inftruétion in his other Plays, nor any 
«¢ thing to amufe the Mind but Fiction. 

“© Plautus, tho’ he did not want for Wit, nor 
for Variety, efpecially in his Charaéters, which 
abound with it, is often deficient in Stile ; and 
in his beft Plays he is fometimes guilty of mean 
Expreffions, unworthy of a good ‘Tafte. 

‘¢ But where do we find more Varfety, more 
Exaétnefs in Characters, more Accuracy and 
Perfpicuity in Stile, than in the Mi/aatrope, 
the Femmes Savantes, the Tartuffe, the Facheux, 
the Ecole des Femmes, and that of des Maris ? 
I fhould be apt to prefer Moliere’s good Plays 
to thofe of the Greek Poets; and to think even 
the J/talians Farces better than the bad ones, 
which he wrote to pleafe the vulgar, becaule 
tho’? they are equally faulty, yet the Jtalian 
Farces are more fhowy. 

‘© The French have, to my thinking, carried 
their Tragedy to a greater Pitch of Perfedction, 
The Romans never had any thing of this kind 
that could deferve the Attention of nice Judges. 
The Tragedies of Seneca are the Productions 
ef a Declaimer, rather than the Works of a 
tragick Author: He neither has enough of the 
‘ Sublime to ravifh my Soul, nor enough of the 
«© Tender and Pathetic to melt me. 
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‘© The Romans very much extoll’d the Tbyefes 


“ of Varius, and the Medea of Ovid. Tis pity 
| s¢ that 
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that Time has not preferved thofe two Pieces, 
for I don’t queftion but they were very beautiful, 
fince Ovid perfectly knew the Paffions, and 
no-body had fo lively a Way of Expreffing the 
Sentiments of a raving Lover. 
“© Sophocles and kuripides railed the Theatre a- 
mong the Greeks as high as poffible. Corneile 
and Racine improv’d it to Perfection among 
the French; and in order to judge of the Pre- 
ference between thofe Authors, *tis my Opinion 
that it muft be determined by that which ought 
to be given to the Tafte of the Athenians and 
the Parifians. There are few Freachmen now- 
a-days, except certain Idolizers of Antiquity, 
that will allow the Greek Theatre to be fupe- 
rior to theirs. *Tis true, this Opinion is not 
fo generally received in foreign Nations; yet 
it has a good many Adherents. 
«« [ dare maintain that there is more Grandeur, 
Dignity and Majefty in Corneile, than in So- 
phocles; for the latter, tho’ endowed with a 
fublime Genius, and worthy of the Admiration 
of all good Judges, had not that Variety in the 
different Characters, nor that Energy and Truth 
in his Portraitures. 
‘© Racine, to the Tender and Pathetic of Fuz- 
ripides, often jyoin’d the Grand and the Sublime 
of Sophocles and Corneile ; and perhaps the only 
Fault of his Works was, that they were too 
perfect ; for fo many Beauties continually fuc- 
ceeding each other, are the Reafon why fome 
Paffages don’t ftrike the Imagination fo much 
as they would have done, had there been Faults 
to fet them off. 
‘© Two modern Poets have fucceeded to the 
Glory of thofe great Men; indeed they have 
not equalled them, but they have perfectly copied 
after them, and that fo nicely, that they feem e 
te 
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be Originals. The one * affeéts the Mind and 
the Heart alternately with Love, Pity and Ter- 
ror; the other, -t an excellent Verfifier, a bold 
Genius, and a Man of vaft Capacity, has chalk’d 
out a new Method to himfelf. He has embel- 
lifh’d the Theatre with Plans, which, as they 
feemed new and extraordinary, ran the Hazard 
of being condemn’d ; and has juft publifhed a 
Tragedy of three Acts, in which Piece there is 
not one female Character; fo that Love ts en- 
tirely banifh’d out of it: Now the Want of this 
Paffion, which is the Life of the Theatre, and, 
let Criticks fay what they will, the fureft Means 
¢ of reaching to the Heart, has forced this Author 
to reduce his Work to three A@ts. He was fen- 
fible that all the Policy, all the Grandeur of 
Rome would be infufficient to carry him on to a 
fifth Aét, without falling into cold Declamations, 
which take away the Spirit of Action. There 
isno modern Picce in which Love has not {ome 
liccle Share, or enough to introduce at leaft a 
Woman to help to conduét the Aétion to its 
End, andto keep it from the cold Affiftance of 
Narrations and E,pifodes, 

“ Asto the ancient Tragedies, in which Num- 
ber we may reckon Racine’s Athalia and E/ther, 
the Chorus’s make great Amends for the Brevity 
of the Aéts. If certain Pieces of Earipides and 
Suphocles were to be reprefented without the Cho- 
rus’s, they would fcarce hold half an Hour. Thus 
the Mufick, Singing, and the Interludes, fpun out 
the Time to the Length of the modern Tragedies, 
We fee by this Specimen how Subjects of a lite- 


rary and critical Nature appear in the Hands of 
our Author ; the Reader fhall now be fhewn how 
he handles thofe of an hiftorical Kind ; which two 


txamples will be fufficient to anfwer the Purpote of 
* Crebillen, + Foltaive. 


this 














450 The Works of theLEARNED. Art.3r. 


this Article. The Letter from whence the enfuing 
Paragraphs are taken is the fifty-fifth, written by 
Aaron Monceca at Paris, to Jacob Brito at Venice. 
«© | know not, dear Brito, fays Aaron, whether 
«© the News from Corfica is fo much talk’d of at 
“© Venice as it is at Paris; but what they give our 
«* here upon that Head is very furprifing, and 
hardly credible, if we had not evident A flurances 
“of it. Is there any thing, in fhort, fo extraor- 
<¢ dinary, as to fee a Stranger come to an Ifland 
trom the Coafts of 4frica, and be own’d as So- 
«< veraign by a Peopie, and actually received as 
«¢ their Deliverer , and this too in the Face of all 
“© Europe, but forty or fifty Leagues from France 
«< and Jtaiy, and no Power feem to be concern’d 
‘© in it, but the unhappy Gevoe/e, who are in a very 
“ perplex’d Situation? Were one to run over all 
“© the 4/madis, t don’t think there is any Adven- 
“‘ ture fo romantck. I no longer wonder, that 
“© Sancho Pancha had fuch firm Hopes of his being 
‘¢ King of an Ifland. I perceive the thing was 
«« not impeffible, provided his Mafter * could have 
‘© oiven him wherewithal to buy three thoufand 
« Pair of Shoes, four thoufand Mofkets, and eighty 
“ Brafs Guns; for that’s the Prefent which the new 
“© King of Corfica has made to his People. He 
‘© arrived at his new Government on Board a Ship 
«© of Force, which, as they fay, carried Englifh 
‘© Colours. He was drefs’d in a fantaftical manner, 
«© his Habit being a Medley of the various Modes 
“ of all Nations. His Robe was Zurkifh, the 
‘© Sword by his Side was Spanifh, his Ptruke was 
<< Englifo, his great Hat German, and his Cane 
«© was of the Halbert Fafhion, like thofe ufed by 
“s the French Beaux. He muft have fome Reafon 
‘¢ for fo whimfical a Medley. Perhaps he intended 
*“ by his Drefs to denote all the Dignities with 


* Pon Duixotte. 
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which he is invefted ; for ‘he affumes the Titles 
of a Grandee of Spain, a Lord of England, a 
Peer of France, Baron of the Holy Empire, and 
a Prince of the Roman Throne. His Sword, 
a-la-mode de Spain, fupplies the Place of the 
Golden Fleece; his Englifb Peruke that of the 
Garter; his Halbert-Cane that of the Blye 
String ; his great German fafhion’d Hat denotes 
the Quality of Baron of the Holy Empire; and 
his great Scarlet Robe fignifies the Diminutive of 
a Cardinal, or, if you pleafe, a Roman Prince. 

“« Notwithftanding the Banters of the Publick 
upon Theodere 1, the new-made King of Cor/ica, 
he has, fince his Arrival in that Country, reduced 
the Genoefe to a very dangerous State. He has 
taken the advantageous Poft of Porto Vecchio, 
and the Town of Sar/ena, in which he found a 
great Quantity of Ammunition ; and if he goes 
on at this rate, he will foon be in a Condition to 
lay Siege to Baffia, and to take the Capital of 
the Ifland from his Enemies. What is moft fur- 
pring in all the Actions and. Proceedings of 
King /beodore is, that he is in no want of Mo- 
ney. Before he came to Cor/ica, 


Step-Dame Nature, in thefe hideous Climates, 
Inftcad of Gold, Soldters produc’d, and Iron. 


Whereas now there’s not a Mountaineer in Cor- 
fica but can fhew a Piece of Gold. The Coins 
that are moft current in this Ifland are Seguins, 
Mirlitons, and Portuzuefe Pieces, The Wizard 
by whom this adventurous Knight-Errant is pro- 
tected, does not Jet him want for Money, and 
takes fpecial Care of the Affairs of the new Mo- 
narch. All Europe is really as much perplex’d 
to know who this notable Magician can be, as 
it was at firft to know the true Origin of Lord 
Theodore. Some faid that it was Prince Ragorsky, 

*¢ others 
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others the Duke de Ripperda; and their Reafon 
for thinking fo, was the Report that the Lord 
Theodore heard ‘three Mafles a Day. This is a 
Circumftance which, I think, might comport 
with the Bigotry ot Ragot.ky; but it was ridiculous 
to imagine, that the Duke de Ripperda could 
turn a ftaunch Nazarene at Morocco. If that 
were true, | would advife the French to fend 
mott of their Pivy fictans and Sorbonne Doctors to 
take a Turn there. 

“ The Name, Rank, and Quality of the new 
King, are, indeed, now no longer a Secret, all 
the World being agreed that he is the Baron de 
Neuboff, born in the County of La Mark, and a 
Subject of the King of Praja: But the Publick 
is (till at a Lofs to difcover who is that powerful 
Magician that fo handfomely rewards a Knight- 
Errant, and that without putting him to the leaft 
Expence. But what would be the Ufe of fuch 
Refleétions as I might be capable of making on 
fo myiterious a Subject ? Time will difcover 
the Secret, and nothing but Time can unravel fo 
extraordinary an Adventure ; which the more 
we examine, we are the more furprifed at a thou- 
fand Incidents, that render it the more marvel- 
lous and romantick, This Baron de Neuboff, 
now King of Cor/ica, was a Year ago a Slave 
at Algier ; ; which is a Circumftance ‘of his Life 
that he himfelf acquaints the Publick with, by a 
Letter that he wrote in the German Tongue to 
one of his Relations, fince his Arrival in his new 
Dominions, You have beard, faid he to him, 
of the Misfortune I had to be taken at Sea laft 
Year, and carried to Algier as a Slave; from 
which, bowever, tho’ with very confidevable Lo/s, 
1 have found Means to deliver myfelf: But I muft 
#48 lo auother Opportunity to acquaint you of 


vhat I have fince by Divine Favour ED 
“© Don’s 
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¢¢ Don’t you think it pleafant, dear Brito, to hear 
the Slave of an Alperine decline the owning his 
Obligation for his Grandeur to any thing bur the 
Divine Favour; and that the Man, who but a 
Year ago ran the Rifque of being baftinaded for 
the leaft Fault, fhould now fay with an Empha- 
fis, THeopore I, by rhe Grace of God, King of 
Corfica and Baftia, to the Officers of our Councils 
and Courts of Juftice, to our Senators, Proveditors, 
Bailiffs, Stewards, &c. Greeting. ‘Thefe are the 
Frolicks of blind Fortune, which delights to raife 
a Man from nothing to the moft diftinguith’d 
Honours ; and we often fee a Man prefer’d from 
the Dregs of the People to great Employments, 
°Tis true, there are few Examples of fo great 
and fudden a Rife as Lord Theadore; yet, if we 
go fo far back as to the firft Origin of Kingly 
Power, we fhal] find that the Men who were 
defigned and eleéted to command their Fellow- 
Creatures, had no greater or more juft Preroga- 
tives over the People, than Theodore has over the 
Corficans. The Name of King would to this Day 
have been unknown in the World, if the com- 
mon Intereft of Mankind had not forced them 
to veft the chief Power and Authority in a fingle 
Perfon, The Corficans, made defperate by the 
Gensefe, have had Recourfe to a private Perfon to 
deliver them ‘from Tyranny.—’Tis my Opinion, 
they act very juditioufly, and that all their Pro- 
ceedings are regulated by good Senfe and found 
Policy. Whatfoever Credit and Authority they 
have granted to their new Prince, they have 
neverthelefs given a Check to the monarchical 
Authority ; and their Soveraign can Jay no Tax 
nor Impoft upon them, nor publifh any new Law 
without the Approbation of his Great Council, 
which confifts of eighteen Senators, which repre- 
fent the States of the Kingdom, 

Hh ARTI. 
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ARTICLE XXXII. 


An Effay towards demonftrating the Immate- 
riality and Free-Agency of the Soul, In 
Anfwer to two Pamphlets ; one entitled, 
A Philofophical Enquiry into the phyfical 
Spring of human Actions, &c. /uppofed. to 
have been wrote by Mr. Samuel Strutt ; and 
the other entitled, A Philofophical Enquiry 
concerning human Liberty, /uppofed to have 
been wrote by Anthony Collins, E/g; Lon- 
don: Printed for J. Shuckburgh, at the 
Sun, zext the Inner-Temple Gate, im Fleet- 
ftreet, 1740, 8v0. Pages 136. 


CQ)" R Author has handled his Subjeé&t with a 

Perfpicuity that one does not very often find 
in Treatifes of this Nature. We can every-where 
underftand him, if we cannot in all Things agree 
with him; tho’ I think he is throughout a rational 
as well as a clear Writer. His Difcourfe is dt- 
vided into eleven Chapters, each of which is fub- 
divided by Sections, 

In the firft Chapter he fhews by what means 
we receive al] our Ideas. He divides our Ideas 
into natural and artificial, He then defcribes the 
Progrefs of the Mind in receiving and forming 
Ideas, particularly thofe of Exiftence, Space, and 
Matter. 

In the fecond Chapter we fee in what Manner 
we come by the Ideas which we denote by the 
Words fomething and nothing; why meer Space 
is termed nothing, and why Air is fuppofed to be 
fo by many. : 

n 
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In the third Chapter he treats of the Ideas called 
Subftance and Quality. It is not eafy to exprefs 
one’s felf intelligibly upon thefe Heads to the gene- 
rality of Readers, Our Author is as happy in 
this Refpect as moft that have pretended to explain 
them. He has illuftrated thofe Points that are ab- 
ftrufe, by a Variety of Examples, which firft work 
upon the Imagination, and through that operate on 
the Underftanding. We are here taught how the 
Ideas called Subjtance and Quality are formed. We 
then plainly perceive the Reafonablenefs of what is 
afterwards obferved, of its being impoffible to define 
the abftraét Idea called Subffance, tho’ particular 
Subftances may be defcribed. Qualities are here 
diftinguifhed into effential and accidental, and we 
are inftructed how to determine with certainty, 
which are the e/fential and which the acctdental Qua- 
lities of any particular Subftance, or fort of Sub- 
ftance; and told what it ts which has occafioned 
Mens difputing about this Matter. We have next 
feveral very good Rules for forming right abftract 
Ideas ; and thefe fo plainly delivered, and attended 
with fuch []luftrations, that it is hardly poffible to 
be miftaken aboutthem. At the End of this Chap- 
ter our Author teaches us how the Ideas of Infinity 
and Divifibility are form’d, and evinces ghe former 
to be an effential Quality of Space, and the latter an 
eflential Quality of Matter. , 

In the fourth Chapter, he proceeds to inquire a 
little into the Nature of one of the mofl obvious and 
remarkable accidental Qualities we find in any ma- 
terial Subftance, which is what we call Motion. The 
Confideration of this Quality comes properly in 
here, as it is chiefly by Means of a certain kind of 
it that we difcover the Exiftence ot another Subftance 
or Being, quite different from that we call Mazter, 
and which 1s difcourfed of inthe Chapter following, 
With refpeét te Motion our Author proves, that 

Hh 2 it 











456 The Worxsof theLEaRNED. Art.32, 


it is no effential Quality of Matter 5 he diftinguithes 
it into neceffary and voluntary ; he explains what 
is meant by mechanical Motion; and he makes ap. 
pear, that it is by Reflection only we acquire the 
Idea of voluntary Motion. 

AJl that our Author has faid in thefe four Chap4 
ters, is but introductory to what we enter upon 
in the fifth, where he begins to demonftrate the 
Exiftence of a Subftance effentially different from 
Matter, which we call Spirit. The Method he 
purfues in this Demonftration is perfectly natural ; 
For having by the Arguments of the foregoing 
Chapter convinced himfelf, that he is endued 
with a felf-motive Power or Quality, he firft con- 
fiders that every Power or Quality muft exift-in 
or belong to fome Subftance or Being, therefore 
this Quality muft exift in his Body, or proceed from 
the Modification of the Parts of his Body, or it 
muft not: Secondly, he examines whether this 

uality can exift in Matter, or proceed from any 
Modification of the Parts of any material Sub- 
ftance: And upon a ftri€& Scrutiny he evidently 
finds that it can neither exift in any rude Mats 
or Atom of Matter, or proceed from any Mecha- 
nifm thereof; from all which therefore he concludes 
that it neceffarily be a Quality of fome im- 
material Bubftance or Being. By this Train of 
Reafoning he comes to perceive and be convinced, 
«© That there is an immaterial Being or Subftance, 
‘¢ which is endued with a Quality or Power of 
*¢ moving fome external Part, or tome of the in- 
«¢ ternal Parts of his Body, perhaps what we call 
“ the animal Spirits, and by their Means of moving 
<< his Body, and feveral of the Members thereof, 
«¢ when and which Way it pleafes. Then by ab- 
«¢ ftracting this immaterial Being from the Quality 
‘¢ by which he perceives it, he forms that Idea 
€s which he calls his Soul; and from thence he af- 
; oe © terwards 
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*< cerwards forms that abftract general Idea which 
«© we call Spirit.” 

Having thus evinced the Exiftence of an immate- 
rial or fpiritual Subftance, and fhewn how we come 
by the Idea of it, he compares our Knowledge there- 
of with that which we have of Matter, and forces 
us to grant that we arrive at both in the fame Way, 
and that the Knowledge we have of the former, is 
as certain as that we have of the latter, 

In the Sequel of this Chapter, he defcr'bes the 
Procefs of our Minds in framing the Ideas called 
Attivity and Pa/ffivity, the Idea ot Power, and of 
other Mens Spirits or Souls. tHe ttates the Diie- 
rence between what is incomprehenfible and waat is 
impoffible. He convinces us that no Idea of Spirit 
can be communicated by Senfation; and that what 
we call /e/f, isa Being compounded of Spirit and 
Matter. 

In the fixth Chapter, it is fhewn how the Idea 
we have of the Perceptive Quality is formed. Itis 
proved to be a Quality of fpiritual Subftance, and 
to be incompatible with any thing material. The 
laft Section of this Chapter contains an Explana- 
tion of the Terms Mind and Faculty. 

In the feventh Chapter, our Author confiders 
thofe Faculties of the Mind which proceed from, or 
depend on the Perceptive Quality: Such as the con- 
templative and comparative Faculties, and that of 
Volition ; all which he evinces to be the Qualities 
only of Spiric. He fhews that our Knowledge of 
Spirit is more extenfive, more diftin¢ét, and certgin, 
than that which we have of Matter. Laitly, He 
informs us how we obtain the Idea call?’d 4 #za«tag. 

By what he has faid under the foregoing Heads, 
he juftly fuppofes the Readers have learned how 
we come to frame the general abftract Ideas of 
i xiftence, Space, Matter, and Spirit ; but in order 
to render them as diftinét as poffible, he, in the 
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eighth Chapter, reconfiders them in a fummary way, and 
then examines a little farther into the Nature of Matter 
and Spirit. 

The Subjeét of the ninth Chapter is particularly curious : 
It is a Demonftration of this noble Propofition, viz. T hat all 
that beautiful Variety we obferve in the Univerfe, does not 
proceed from any Diverfity in the Nature of that Subftance 
called Matter, but from the different Manner in which the 
different Parts of it are acted upon by Spirit, and by that 

Means made to aétupon one another. To eftablith this 
great Truth, he confiders the four principal accidental Qua- 
lities with which we find all Parts of Matter more or lefs 
endued, viz. Communication of Motion, Cohefion, At- 
traction, and Repullion. ‘Thefe, as he makes it evident, 
are extraneous to Matter, and all the Phcoenomena of them 
entirely owing to the continual Influence of fome fpiritual 
Being that aéts upon Matter, according to Rules or Laws, 
which that Being has either prefcribed to himfelf, or which 
have been prefcribed to him by fome fuperior Being, He 
then fhews that itis by thefe Qualities Matter becomes 
what we call fomething, and is capable of communicating 
to us the Idea of Refiftance ; that from hence proceeds the 
Operations of fome one Part of Matter upon another, and 
its Power of exciting in us the Senfations of Light, Sound, 
Smell, Tafte, ce. From thefe Premifes he deduces the 
following Pofitions, That there is no real Vis Jnertia in 
_ Matter. That Matter’s continuing in Motion proceeds frem 
the Nature of Power or Adtivity, and not the Nature of 
Matter. And, laftly, That Refiftance, tho’ it be a Qua- 
lity effential for rendering Matter capable of communicat- 
ing any Ideas to us, yet is not a Quality effential to the 
Nature of Matter. The four laft Se€tions of this Chapter 
are employed in explaining what we call Creation ; in 
pioving that the primary conftituent Parts of all Sorts of 
Metter muft proceed from, and be preferved by fome over- 
ruling Spirit ; that confequently the Variety we obferve in 
Nat«re, muft proceed from that Spirit ; and, finally, that 
there isno Abfurdity in fuppofing what we call Ghofts or 
Apparitions. 

_ The tenth and eleventh Chapters contain a Refutation, 
on the foregoing Principles, of the Miftakes and Paralo- 
gifms of Mr.Srrutt’s and Mr.Coxtuins’s Philofephical 
Enquiries, mentioned in the Title of this Article. | 
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